
2019 | Annual Report

 O U R  C O M M I T M E N T
We envision a future where Como Friends 
ensures Como Park Zoo and Conservatory  
is a global leader in conservation, animal  
care and horticulture with barrier-free  
access for all.



Total Donation | $2,354,176
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2019 Contribution to Como Park Zoo & Conservatory  

COMO ZOO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,215,450
Como Harbor New Seals and Sea Lions Habitat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $800,000
Aquatic Animals Building Renovation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $284,550
Zoo Keeper Positions & Annual Operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $91,050
Ultrasound Machine. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,000
UV Sterilization Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $12,500
Restoration of Polar Bear Odyssey Landscape . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $5,000
Mobile Office Equipment for Zoo Keepers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500
Zoo Keeper Training Scholarships. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,850

MARJORIE MCNEELY CONSERVATORY  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $667,255
Gardener Positions, Training & Operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $304,451
Contribution to the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory Endowment Fund . . . . . . . . . . $273,479
Japanese Garden Restoration & Technical Training . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $34,325
Specialized Horticulture Pruning Equipment  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $35,000
Zen Garden. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $7,500
Tropical Encounters Tree Replacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000
Milkweed Pollinator Garden  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,000
Mobile Office Equipment for Gardeners. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,500

COMO CAMPUS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $104,185
Advocacy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $61,519
Step and Wash Stations for Bathrooms  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,200
Como Campus Improvement Projects and Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40,466

EDUCATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $286,088
Development of New Guest Engagement Strategy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $170,983
Education Positions & Annual Operations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $71,200
New Education Vehicle  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $37,500
School Group Transportation Scholarships . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,371
Cheney Family Camp Scholarships  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,034

MARKETING  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30,198
In-Kind Services Promoting Como . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30,198

CONSERVATION. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000
Conservation Champion Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000

VOLUNTEER SERVICES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $31,000
Staff Positions & Annual Operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $31,000



 

I    n 2019, Como Friends celebrated its 20th anniversary, a milestone that’s made 
us reflect on the extraordinary things we’ve accomplished together at Como 
Park Zoo and Conservatory. 

While the coalition that became Como Friends was forged from the merging of 
different docent groups and fundraising organizations, we all shared a common 
purpose—ensuring that our community treasure had the resources it needed 
to thrive. Over the last two decades, that commitment has transformed Como 
Zoo and the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory with more than $42.5 million in 
private investments for improvements large and small, from the splashy new 
Como Harbor seals and sea lions habitat about to be unveiled this year, to the 
flashy new sodium light fixtures in the Conservatory’s greenhouse making flow-
ers grow faster than ever  —while also shrinking Como’s energy consumption.  

Contributions from Como Friends have also helped turn Como into  
Minnesota’s conservation classroom, with a passionate professional staff and 
strong partnerships with area schools that help teach nearly 750,000 school age 
visitors each year how to love and protect the earth’s amazing plants and an-
imals. Through popular new programs like Conservation Champions, we’re 
even sending our zookeepers and horticulturists to assist with species preserva-
tion and field research around the world, bringing home fresh insights and expe-
riences that strengthen Como’s connections to conservation efforts everywhere. 

By uniting community support and private philanthropy behind this beloved 
public institution, Como Friends also succeeded at preserving Como’s most 
important commitment—providing free admission and a friendly welcome 
for every visitor. Como’s open door policy and accessible education programs 
make it possible for field trip groups and families from every walk of life to 
experience the wonders of nature in an inspired public setting that belongs to 
each and every one of us.  

We envision a future where Como is a global leader in conservation, animal 
care and horticulture with barrier-free access for all.  Thank you for your sup-
port and partnership with Como Friends in  keeping this true community trea-
sure growing strong. 

Jackie Sticha   Matt Kramer
President   Board Chair



 
It’s 10 a.m. and the doors are open!

T    hat daily announcement, delivered through  Como 
Park Zoo and Conservatory’s public address sys-
tem, is the cue to keepers and horticulturists that 

the quiet morning hours of preparation are complete. 
It’s time to welcome the public. 

But it’s also a reminder of what makes Como so special 
to the 1,716,752 visitors who walked through the doors 
in 2019. Open every day with no admission fee, ever, 
Como’s commitment to access is unrivaled by any cul-
tural institution in the state. 

“From its very founding, Como was a community 
project, and now that it’s one of the largest free assets  
in the state, it’s still very much community-led,” says  
Dr. Eric Jolly, CEO and President of the Saint Paul  
& Minnesota Foundation. “Como is a place where ev-
eryone is treated with the same dignity and respect, 
and to the same high quality experience, regardless of 
whether they’ve made a donation or not.” 

Supporting Como, he says, is not just about preserving 
a Minnesota tradition—it’s also about fostering unfor-
gettable educational experiences for the families and 
field trip groups that depend on free admission. “In one 
measure, we want to honor the history that brought us 
this treasure, and in another, it’s about maintaining our 
position as a welcoming community for all. It’s an asset 
that we can all access.”

Our Commitment to Access

4  | 2019  Annual Report | comofriends.org

Open Doors and Common Ground



Como’s commitment to free admission 
made it possible to welcome more 
than 1.7 million visitors in 2019, the 
largest audience of any cultural insti-
tution in the state. Your support for 
Como Friends, combined with our ad-
vocacy efforts at the Legislature, sup-
port many of Como’s most accessible 
public programs, from the Lil’ Explorers 
learning about the natural world, to 
the admission-free Music Under Glass 
concert series in the Sunken Garden, 
the most beautiful place to hear live 
music in the Twin Cities. 

What I appreciate so much about Como Park Zoo 
and Conservatory’s history is it never lost sight of 
using the community as its compass. You see that 
in the youth programming, which is inspiring and 
engaging young people with science. You see that in 
the trend toward ever more natural habitats for the 
animals that also enhance the visitor experience 
and create space for educators. 

Como represents a quality of life value for our com-
munity that also creates a space for family. That’s 
so important when we think about how to recruit 
and retain talent in the Twin Cities. The strong  
public/private partnership behind Como Friends is 
really a recognition from the community that we  
all gain value from keeping Como Park Zoo and 
Conservatory strong. 

Dr. Eric Jolly, President and CEO, 
Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation



Can picking the right products when I shop for  
groceries help protect orangutans in the wild? 

Could I turn my backyard garden into a haven for  
butterflies, bees and other pollinators? 

Does cutting down on single use plastics really protect 
sea lions like Sparky?  

An estimated 639,991 visitors discovered the an-
swers (yes, yes, and yes) to these and count-
less other questions in 2019 by connecting to 

conservation through free daily programs and bud-
get-friendly classroom experiences at Como Park 
Zoo and Conservatory. From the powerful field trip 
partnership that invites every second grader in the  
Saint Paul School District to become a “plant detec-
tive” for a day, to the development of the new Como 
ROADMAP program designed to empower every 
member of Como’s staff to engage visitors on the value 
of conservation, Como’s commitment to teaching and 
modeling care for the environment is all-encompassing. 

Your support for Como Friends made it possible to 
do all this and more in 2019, from promoting environ-
mentally sustainable products in the Garden Safari 
Gift Shop, to teaching 26,986 students during on- and 
off-site school group programs about what we can all 
do to protect the animals and plants we love and the 
healthy habitats they depend on. 

Our Commitment to Conservation
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Learning to Love Nature



I’ve been a volunteer, a part-time Como educator 
and a board member at Como Friends, so I’ve seen 
Como from nearly every angle, and what makes 
me most proud is how far we’ve come on conserva-
tion education. Whether you’re having a fun family 
visit to Como, or coming for a deeper classroom 
experience, you’ll be educated about what’s hap-
pening in the natural world, how climate change 
or loss of habitat is affecting animals and plants, 
and what we can do to help. 

I’ve had the good fortune to travel all over the 
world and see many animals in the wild, but there’s  
always something new at Como to open my eyes to 
just how amazing nature really is. Como reminds 
me that you never quit learning, and you can never 
know it all, and that’s what keeps me coming back.

Arta Cheney, Community Volunteer, 
Como Friends Board Member

Conservation Champions, Como 
Friends’ popular microgrant program, 
helped Como’s zookeepers and hor-
ticulturists connect with conservation 
and species preservation projects 
around the globe, bringing home pro-
fessional skills and personal insights 
to share with the community. Como’s 
conservation message also got a big 
boost from the dedication of our trained 
volunteer interpreters, who connected 
with 389,075 visitors in 2019, and from 
the energetic teen volunteers in Como’s 
Nature Walk program. While much of 
Como’s campus was under construc-
tion during summer 2019, Nature Walk 
youth struck up conservation-minded 
conversations with 120,089 visitors, 
teaching younger visitors that it’s cool to 
care about the natural world. 

Our Commitment to Conservation



 

O    ver the last 20 years, Como Zoo has been under 
near-constant construction, but the dust and oc-
casional disruption have never bothered Senior 

Zookeeper Allison Jungheim (pictured right). “From 
Tropical Encounters, to Polar Bear Odyssey, to Gorilla 
Forest and Como Harbor, there’s really never been a 
break,” she says. “And every improvement has made it 
possible to do so much more for our animals.” 

This year, your gifts to Como Friends were invested in 
animal care projects of all shapes and sizes, from a new 
UV water filtration system for Como’s penguin and puf-
fin colonies, to Como Harbor, the state-of-the-art seals 
and sea lions habitat set to open to the public in 2020.  

Community support also made it possible for Como to 
dig in on the design details for a floor-to-ceiling renova-
tion of the Aquatic Animals Building that will include 
new spaces for amphibian conservation, lion fish and 
even a giant Pacific octopus. “We definitely feel the sup-
port of Como Friends,” says Jungheim. “Their invest-
ment makes it possible to elevate everything we do, and 
the progress has been amazing.”   

Our Commitment to Animal Care
Designed to Care
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With three new penguins finding their 
place in the colony’s social hierarchy, 
Como Zoo’s Aquatic Animals Build-
ing has been a bit of a soap opera 
this year: “As the Sea Swirls,” jokes 
Senior Zookeeper Jo Kelly. But the 
drama’s been kept to a minimum 
thanks to Como’s successful animal 
training program paid for, in part, by 
Como Friends.  “Even before our new 
animals are out of quarantine we start 
training with them, which really helps 
keep things calm and positive,” Kelly 
says. Your contributions also helped 
to purchase a new ultrasound ma-
chine—a valuable tool for tracking spe-
cies breeding programs for Wyoming 
toads, snow leopards and many more. 

As a veterinarian, I really appreciate the way Como 
Friends’ funding allows keepers to care for animals 
in a way that Como Zoo’s normal budget might not 
allow. Giving facelifts to various buildings or pur-
chasing equipment like the UV sterilizer for the puf-
fins, or providing mobile work stations for Como’s 
professional staff all help give our keepers more 
time to look after the animals, which is so valuable. 

Como’s keepers are able to keep a sharp eye out 
for health problems or behavioral changes because 
they have such strong bonds—it’s evident how 
much they love the animals they’re caring for. When 
you consider the fact that Como is a free zoo, ful-
ly accredited with the AZA (Association of Zoos & 
Aquariums) and with some of the most cutting-edge 
animal care programs around, it says a lot about 
our donors, our board and our community and how 
much we all value great animal care. 

Sherry Fonseth-Lais, Community Volunteer, 
Como Friends Board Member

Our Commitment to Animal Care



 

During the Minnesota winter, the Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory’s giant palms, vibrant orchids and 
climbing vines satisfy our craving for color and 

sensory delight. And just when it seems the season 
will never end, spring comes early to the Sunken  
Garden, as more than 10,000 bulbs burst to life, turn-
ing Minnesota’s most beautiful room into a jewel box 
of color and fragrance. 

This life cycle of growth, rest and rebirth is repeat-
ed in every corner of Como from the Minnesota  
Garden that now welcomes visitors to the front 
door, to the long-lived Bonsai on display in The 
Ordway Gardens. Thanks to your contributions 
in 2019, the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory had 
the resources it needed to cultivate nearly 60,000 
plants for use all across Como’s campus, to create 
a new Milkweed Garden to promote butterflies and  
other beneficial bugs, and to invite every visitor to 
take time to smell the roses. 

Our Commitment to Growth
Rooms for Every Color in the Rainbow
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Your contributions to Como Friends 
fueled a full year of growth at the  
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory from 
the introduction of new rainforest 
plants and trees in Tropical Encounters 
to the new outside Milkweed Garden. 
Como Friends’ endowment funds pro-
vide a sustainable source of support  
to ensure the Marjorie McNeely  
Conservatory has the professional staff 
and equipment needed to keep this 
botanical oasis growing year round 
and to support the continued renova-
tion of the Charlotte Partridge Ordway 
Japanese Garden, a rising star in the 
world of sansui gardens. 

The Marjorie McNeely Conservatory is the place 
where I find my peace. I don’t think I feel as relaxed 
anywhere as I do here—I even studied for the bar 
exam in the Conservatory. That rush of humidity 
and warmth you feel when you walk in—there’s just 
nothing better.

I love that there are features that are constant, like 
the soaring trees in the Palm Dome, but that there 
are always new plants and flowers to discover in the 
Sunken Garden and elsewhere. There are more than 
2,200 plant species and cultivars growing at Como, 
which also connects visitors to how critical it is to 
solve the environmental challenges we’re facing, so 
we can protect the incredible diversity of plant life 
on earth. 

Sheryl Zaworski, VP, Director,  
Global Ethics Office, U.S. Bancorp
Como Friends Board Member



 

N    early 15 years after the first trees in Tropical  
Encounters were planted, the lush rainforest cano-
py of Como’s first immersive habitat was about to 

grow through the roof. But thanks to specially designed 
pruning equipment provided by Como Friends in 2019, 
Como’s horticultural staff had the long reach they need-
ed to trim back the tallest branches and to navigate the 
narrow pathways inside the historic Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory. 

Helping everyone at Como Park Zoo and  
Conservatory reach a little higher is part of our  
mission at Como Friends, which also stocked bath-
rooms at Como with step stools to help our littlest vis-
itors reach the sink to wash their hands. From small 
improvements, like the new minivan that keeps “Como 
in the Community” programs rolling to the upcom-
ing renovation of the Aquatic Animals Building, your  
generosity makes Como more efficient, more inviting, 
and more fun. 

Our Commitment to Continual Improvements 
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Reaching Higher



Minnesota’s growing season slows 
after the September equinox, but in 
the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory, 
flowers and plants are growing stron-
ger than ever thanks to nearly 100 new 
high pressure, energy efficient sodium 
lights funded by Como Friends’  
endowment in 2019. “The new lights 
will give us more possibilities in terms 
of what we can grow, while we shave 
the growing time it takes for these 
plants,” explains horticultural super-
visor Paul Knuth. The increased heat 
generated by the energy efficient bulbs 
is also helping melt the snow fall off the 
greenhouse’s glass roofs, bringing in 
more sunlight during the dreariest days 
of winter. “It’s a win-win-win situation,” 
says Knuth. 

Whether it’s a $20 million habitat improvement for 
our seals and sea lions, or a set of $20 step stools to 
help young families, our goal at Como Friends is to 
invest donations strategically, and to do the most 
good for the plants, animals and people that con-
nect here at Como.

Minnesota families have generations of memo-
ries from visits to Como. These memories are one 
of the reasons that our community of donors is so 
generous in their support for Como. But it’s not just 
about preserving Como’s history—it’s also about 
safeguarding its future for the next generation of 
families. I think that forward vision is what inspires 
people to support Como Friends. 

Jackie Sticha, President, Como Friends

Our Commitment to Continual Improvements 



Statements of Financial Position
As of December 31,  2019 2018

ASSETS
CURRENT  
Cash and Cash Equivalents $ 1,298,596 $ 1,548,785
Board Funds  1,648,618  1,645,796
Contributions Receivable  745,834  661,963
Inventory  272,305  265,435
Prepaid Expenses and Other  87,236  46,123
 Total Current Assets  4,052,589  4,168,102

OTHER  
Contributions Receivable–Net of Current Portion  900,073  1,800,350
Property and Equipment–Net  131,249  125,188
Beneficial Interests in Assets Held by Others  8,743,311  7,676,634
 Total Other Assets  9,774,633  9,602,172
TOTAL ASSETS $ 13,827,222 $ 13,770,274

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT  
Accounts Payable $ 28,016 $ 16,988
Accrued Expenses and Other Liabilities  105,384  111,046
 Total Current Liabilities  133,400  128,034

NET ASSETS  
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions 
 Board Designated Reserve and Project Funds  1,648,618  1,645,796
 Board Designated Endowment  138,101  125,967
Undesignated  869,385  704,302
Total Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions  2,656,104  2,476,065

Net Assets With Donor Restrictions
   Perpetual in Nature  6,754,325  6,480,846
   Purpose Restrictions  3,933,789  4,471,611
   Time-Restricted for Future Periods  349,604  213,718
Total Net Assets With Donor Restrictions  11,037,718  11,166,175
 Total Net Assets  13,693,822  13,642,240
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $ 13,827,222 $ 13,770,274
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Statements of Activities

Sources of Revenue

Individual Giving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,096,354

Gift Shop Revenue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $906,773 
(less cost of goods sold)

Corporate and Foundation Giving . . . . . $259,063 
(excluding Capital Campaign)

Events. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$371,456

Investment and Other Income  . . . . . $1,200,695 

 

Program and Mission Support

Program Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,595,312

Mission Support 
Management Expense. . . . . . . . . . . . . $702,616

Mission Support 
Fundraising Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $484,841

28%

31%

7%

10%

24%

13%
 

69%

18%



Thank you Donors!
Your support allows us to make Como Park Zoo & Conservatory  
the best it can be today, and even better tomorrow.
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$200,000 +
The Donald McNeely Family
The Saint Paul Foundation

$100,000 - $199,999
Anonymous
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of    
 The Saint Paul Foundation
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation
Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.

 
$50,000 - $99,999
F.R. Bigelow Foundation
E.M. Pearson Foundation  
 Endowment Fund of  
 Como Friends
Ecolab Foundation
Bill and Diane Ellis
John and Ruth Huss
Xcel Energy

$15,000 - $49,999
Anonymous (2)
Fred C. and Katherine B.     
 Andersen Foundation
Berger Transfer
Best Buy
Charlotte Partridge Ordway     
 Japanese Garden Endowment    
 Fund of Como Friends
Google
Deb and Mike Hogenson
Horton Holding
Huelsmann Foundation
KSTP-TV 5 Eyewitness News
M Group
Mardag Foundation

McGough Companies
Renewal by Andersen
Travelers Foundation

$10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous (3)
Ameriprise Financial
Andersen Corporate Foundation
Mary Fowler
John W. Harris
Kraft Capes Charitable Fund of    
 Fidelity Charitable
Lancer Hospitality, an Elior Company
Tom and Jean McGough
McIntyre Family Foundation
Bill and Anne Parker
Kari and Dan Rominski
Catherine and Ward Schendel
Securian
U.S. Bancorp Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Jennifer Anderson
Bame Foundation
John and Susan Bauer
Robert Blehart
Janice Bobrowske
Terri Cavanaugh
Cheney Family
CPMI
David and Gretchen Crary
Stephen Daas and Peggy Sauer
Scott and Lisa Dongoske
Gilbertson Family Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Paige and Kyle Halverson
Kathy and William Haug
Hawkins Family Foundation

Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Shannon and Dave Keller
Nancy and Todd Koch
The Lumabel Charitable Fund
McCarthy Bjorklund Foundation
Ronald and Marilyn Mitsch
Martha and Brock Nelson
Osilas Foundation

Helen and Ruth Peterson Fund  
 of Como Friends
Dave and Lynne Plummer
Dan Reardon
The Beatrice Schneider and  
 Doug Smith Family Charitable Fund



Russell and Nancy Nelson     
 Family Fund of the Minneapolis    
 Foundation
Nancy and Russell Nelson
Nicholson Family Foundation
Sherry Oleson
Lynette and Bob Palmgren
Brett Pyrtle
Joanne and Jonathan Rogoff
Kristina L. Scheid Fund of The    
 Saint Paul Foundation
Arvind Sharma and Stephanie Radtke
Elizabeth A. and Benjamin R.     
 Smith Fund of the Minnesota    
 Community Foundation
Species 360
John Stelten and Beatrice Hoskins

Stinson LLP
Dan and Robin Stoltz
Rupert Strobel
The Thayer Family Foundation of the  
 Minnesota Community Foundation
Paul and Janet Tolzmann
Travel One
US Bank
US Bank FlexPerks
Edwin van der Hoek and Jennifer Debrow
Bonnie J. Wakefield
The Donald Weesner Foundation
Western Bank
White Pine Fund
Keith and Colleen Wietecki
Wilkerson, Guthmann & Johnson    
 Leadership Fund
Winthrop & Weinstine
Lillian Wright & C. Emil Berglund Foundation
Sheryl and Mike Zaworski

Clare Sorman
Frances Weber
Weck Family Donor Advised Fund 
 of Wells Fargo Philanthropy Fund
Jennifer and Kevin Weist

$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
21st Century Bank
3M Foundation
Alexandra Bjorklund
Robert and Janet Calander
Arta Cheney
City Club Foundation
CLR Design
Patricia Cook, MD
Audrey Copeland
Dellwood Foundation
Estate of Lora M. Ditbenner
Dolan Printing
Ecolab Inc.
Emerson
Sherry Anne Fonseth-Lais and Charles Lais
Carla Heyl
Larry and Patricia Hink
Gayle Holmes
Johnson Controls Foundation
Matt Kramer and Mary Rowles
Steve and Margie Krause
Tom McGough, Jr. and Megan McGough
Colleen McGough-Wood and Brad Wood
Kevin and Rosemary McNeely
Scott Milburn
Shirley Miles
Minnesota Home Venture, Inc.
Larry Moody
Joel and Shelly Moryn
Michael and Kristina Nagle
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$1,000 - $2,499
Robin Adkins
The Allegro Fund
Diana Allen
Ameriprise Financial Employee    
 Matching Gift Program
Sarah Andersen and Christopher Hayner
The Mary Anne K. and William R.    
 Anderson Jr. Foundation
Barbara Bachman
Jo & Gordon Bailey Family Fund    
 of the Catholic Community    
 Foundation
Bailey Nurseries Inc.
Bernard and Phyllis Baltes
Kimberlee and Jeffrey Beecham
Aaran Bhakta
Cheryl Bock
Michael and Teresa Bondhus
Roger and Diane Brack
Amy Brendmoen and Mike Hahm
The Peter K. Brooks Fund at Schwab Charitable
Sheila and Bill Brown
The Vanessa Brown-McGuire Family  
 Charitable Fund of Vanguard Charitable
Margaret Bush
Kitty Cahill
Kaye Campbell Hinson and Phil Hinson
Ben and Sarah Clymer
Bob and Diane Coderre Fund of    
 The Saint Paul Foundation
Debra Connelly
Richard Councilman
Sheila Cunningham
Robert and Sherry Cyza
D’Amico Catering
Digital River, Inc.
Frank and Sharon Dolejsi
Florene Dougherty
Joan R. Duddingston Fund at  
 Schwab Charitable

Emanuel Fund of Schwab Charitable
Embellir Gallery of Gems
Peter and Tamara Erickson
Mary Ann and Robert Evander
Peter and Kate Everett
Ann Fallon
Jay and Sandy Fetyko

Litton Field, Jr. and Anne Field
Patrick Flahaven
Thomas Frattallone and Sebastian Vannavong
Dennis and Barbara Ann Frederick
Patricia Freeburg
Debra and Rob Frimerman
Jane and Richard Gerber
Jerry and Joyce Golden
John Gottwalt
Eric Griffin and Laura Pang
John Grinager and Nancy Jo Shaw
Diana Gulden and José Peris 
Marion Handt
Harms Family Charitable Fund at    
 Schwab Charitable
The Head Family Foundation
Sharon and David Heitzman
Stanley and Doris Hill Fund of  
 The Saint Paul Foundation
Tom and Nancy Hodnefield
Amy L. Hubbard and Geoffrey J.    
 Kehoe Fund of the Saint Paul &    
 Minnesota Foundation
IBM Intl Foundation
Sandy Jacobsen and Dean Hedstrom
James Johnson and Lucy Jones
Eric and Elizabeth Jolly
Jon Charles Salon
Gail and Thomas Jones
Jungmann Family Charity Fund at    
 Schwab Charitable
Bill and Diane Kaphing
Judy L. Karbo
James Kaufman
Maisee and Peter Kieselbach
Tom and Anna Kieselbach
Cynthia Kleist
Pamela Krause and Allen Tuff
Tim Kuhnmuench
Trell Kulju and Victoria Heckman
John and Maire Kundla and Family
Katherine Lawler



Laurence and Jean LeJeune
Lende Repair
Jamie Lende
Richard Lende
Shawn and Tina Locke
William Lohman and Ann Dillon
Juanita and Richard Luis
Laurel Lundberg
Brenda Machnik
Nauni Manty
Greg McNeely
Harry G. McNeely, Jr.
Medtronic Foundation
Caroline and Scott Mehlhop
Michael Melendez-Hewson
Merrick Family Fund of  
 The Saint Paul Foundation
Microsoft Corporation
Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures
John Miller
Patrick and Carol Morrissey
Debra Mundinger
Nicky and Tim Nagle
Steven and Anne Nagle
The Naughty Greek
Brent and Beth Nelson
Charles and Marlys Nelson
Richard and Joan Newmark
Ford and Catherine Nicholson
North Oaks Garden Club
Christopher Olsen
Wallace B. Olson and Nancy S.    
 Olson Family Foundation
Daniel Ordway
Erik Ordway
John and Marla Ordway
Bob and Melanie Parise
Peter and Claire Family Giving    
 Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation
John and Debra Peterson
Michael and Claire Pfoser

Pioneer Foundation
Power/mation
Jane Ramunno
Richard and Elisabeth Revoir
Todd and Anne Ringgenberg
Susan M. Roeder
Wendy and Steve Rubin
Thomas Rulland
Jill Sadler
Sage Hospitality
Sam and Vera Fund of the     
 Minneapolis Foundation
Jack and Mary Jean Sargent
Ellen Mary Saul
Doris Schoener
Kathleen Schubert
Michael and Tara Sime
Brien Slawik and Monika Strom
Greg and Gayle Steiner
Jackie Sticha and Chris Hautman
Dennis Stowers
Sheryl Sukolsky
The Summer Fund
Debbie and H. Martin Swan
Nancy Sweet
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Doug Tiede
Margaret Tyler
Erin and Matt Wach
Amanda Wakal
David and Ann Wasson
Kathryn Weese and Helen Bond
Dorothy Wezler and Dennis Oberg
Richard and Debra Wicka Charitable Trust
Wilderness Inquiry
Wintergreen Dogsled Lodge
Lisa and James Winters
Burton and Patricia Witthuhn
Barbara Wolfender
Chuck and Beth Wright
Michele Yanko
Tom and Traci Zander
Robert and Monica Zarembski

$500 - $999
Gerald Adams
Sharon Anderson Earl
Karen Anderson
Anime Twin Cities, Inc.
Beverly Aplikowski
Jerry L. Artz
Sharon Autio
John and Mary Bachhuber
Matthew Bailey and Kristin Gendron
Cheryl Lynn Bailey and Dan Humes
Connie Beall
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Thomas and Mary Beaumont
Kimberlee Bell
Tony and Tabitha Benton
Carol Bierbrauer
Bob and Joan Bierscheid
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Minnesota
Tom and Cheri Boehme
Mitchel and Karla Booth
Donna Boreen
George and Linda Bounds
Kathleen Briggs
BrightWines
Raquel Briskin Counihan and Kevin Counihan
Brother Justus Whiskey Co.
Katherine Brown
Brian Buhl
Ted Bunning
Charles and Elizabeth Bye
Susan Campbell Jones and Bill Jones
Candyland
Rob Carlson and Gregg Larson
Mary and Wayne Carter
Mary and Claude Chmiel
Biz and Ted Colburn
Commonwealth Properties
Sara and Ryan Cox
Martha Cunningham
Ellen Dahl
Tim Diedrich
Anthony and Jenica Domanico
Arthur and Carol Doten
Emily and John Douglass
Jennifer Downham
Nan and Paul Drews
Georgiann and Joseph Errigo
Michelle Espelien
Rumi Faizer
Ralph and Susan Farnsworth
Dennis and Joyce Findley
Michael and Carol Fix Fund at      
 Schwab Charitable

Kristin Flom
Stephen and Liz Foss
Cynthia Foster
William Foussard
Geri Freels
Michelle Furrer and Kristopher Foland
Geoff Michael Group, Inc.
Giulia - Emery Hotel
Linda and Joseph Gmitter
Gold’n Treasures
Jewelie Grape
Greystone Foundation
Lana Grow

Anne Marie Hagel
Jim and Judy Haigh
Bruce Hallingstad
Carol Hansen
Wendy Harden
Margaret and Tom Harkness
Ian and Anna Harmon
Laura Harrington
Vince and Michelle Harris
Merrie Harrison
Karen Hawkinson
Catherine Healy
Thomas and Susan Hebert
John Hedenstrom
Rosemary Heinitz
Carol and William Hendrickson
Jeff and Heather Hermes
Justin and Natalie Heyl
Beverly Hlavac
Jennine and Joseph Hnida
Neal and Susan Hobmann
William and Linda Holley
David and Marjorie Hols



Lynne K. Holt
Stan and Jane Hooper
Tina and Dennis Hoye
Susan Huhta
Annie Huidekoper and Joanne Swanson
Ann and Terry Huntrods Fund of    
 The Saint Paul Foundation
InFaith Community Foundation
Barbara Izdepski
Mary Jensen and Jeff Sell
F. Craig and Patricia Jilk
Fredrik and Sharon Johnson
Art Kaemmer, M.D.
Brian and Sandy Kamin
Tamara and Kevin Kampfe
Adele Kaufman
Jim King
Sharon Kjellberg
Robert Kriel and Linda Krach
James Krizak and Chris Palme-Krizak
Michael and Lindsey LaCoste
Andrea LaFontaine
Anne and William Langford
Connie Larsen
Larsmont Cottages on Lake Superior
Carole Larson
Peter and Cynthia Lee
Renee and Dan Lee
Sande and Robert Lee
Alexie Leitner
Rob and Ilene Leonard
Perrin Lilly
Sharon Lohman
Dale and Linda Lutz
Steve MacGregor
Thomas and Kathleen Martin
Matt and Julie McBride
Edwin and Susan McCarthy
Janet and Mike McGough
Patrick and Angie McIntyre
Douglas and Ann McMillan

Barbara Meier and Peter McSwiggen
Barbara Menk
Dale Mensch
Michael Stedman Foundation
Minnesota Jones Family Fund of    
 Fidelity Charitable
Dee Molean
Anna and William Morrison
James B. and Mellissa A. Murphy    
 Family Fund
Bryan and Andrea Murphy
Debbie Musolf and Arthur Wineman
National Eagle Center
Naturepedic Organic Mattress Gallery
Katie and Adam Nave
Lawrence Nelsen
Sarah Nelson
Louise Nemmers
Richard and Joan Newmark
Diane Nixa and Kurt Hochfeld
Nolo’s Kitchen & Bar
David Novy
NTH
Debora Nugent and Barbara Shumsker
Oak Ridge Country Club
Cheri and Edward O’Brien
Jacqueline and Patrick O’Connell
Jay and Sharon Overbaugh
Doug Parish
Park Tavern
Sally and Tom Patterson
Rick and Diane Peck
Greg and Bridget Peelman
Allyson Perling and Glenn Hardin
Matthew Perry
Michele Peter
Cindy and Brad Peterson
Lael Pickett
Brian and Mary Pierce
Piper Classic Disc Golf Tournament
Judith Quinn
Amy Radermacher and David Ratz
Edward Reed

Roberta Reilly
Therese J. Richard Family Fund
Valerie and Alan Rivers
Martin and Laura Roller
Rob and Elizabeth Rominski
Running Aces Casino and Race Track
Jackie and Steve Ruprecht
Ryan Family Donor Advised Fund
Dick Sarafolean
Beth Schafer
Cory and Joslin Shannon
Sheets Family
Micki and Dane Sievwright
Steven and Corilee Skildum
Andy and Stephanie Smith
James and Rebecca Stelter
Lila C. Stevens, LTC (Ret)
Marilyn and William Sticha
The Suzukamo Family
Dick and Barbara Swanson
Ron and Margaret Tabar Fund
Terri Ann Tacheny and Tim Dickinson
Tankenoff Families Foundation
Robert and Kathy Tautges
Anita Terry and Kevin Harding
Jon and Lea Theobald
Toro Foundation
Mark Traynor and Jen Peterson Fund
Abby Trout
UnitedHealth Group
Marjorie Van Der Hagen
Rebecca and Chad Wall
Amy Walstrom
Dr. Deborah L. Wexler and  
 Mr. Michael L. Mann
Janet and Jeremy Wight
Debra Wilkens-Costello
Mary Williams
Michael Wirth-Davis
Gregory and Susan Wolf
Tanya Yerich
Delores Zbikowski
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Roberta Reilly
Therese J. Richard Family Fund
Valerie and Alan Rivers
Martin and Laura Roller
Rob and Elizabeth Rominski
Running Aces Casino and Race Track
Jackie and Steve Ruprecht
Ryan Family Donor Advised Fund
Dick Sarafolean
Beth Schafer
Cory and Joslin Shannon
Sheets Family
Micki and Dane Sievwright
Steven and Corilee Skildum
Andy and Stephanie Smith
James and Rebecca Stelter
Lila C. Stevens, LTC (Ret)
Marilyn and William Sticha
The Suzukamo Family
Dick and Barbara Swanson
Ron and Margaret Tabar Fund
Terri Ann Tacheny and Tim Dickinson
Tankenoff Families Foundation
Robert and Kathy Tautges
Anita Terry and Kevin Harding
Jon and Lea Theobald
Toro Foundation
Mark Traynor and Jen Peterson Fund
Abby Trout
UnitedHealth Group
Marjorie Van Der Hagen
Rebecca and Chad Wall
Amy Walstrom
Dr. Deborah L. Wexler and  
 Mr. Michael L. Mann
Janet and Jeremy Wight
Debra Wilkens-Costello
Mary Williams
Michael Wirth-Davis
Gregory and Susan Wolf
Tanya Yerich
Delores Zbikowski

Como Friends Board of Directors

Diana Allen | Realtor, Minnesota Home Ventures
Sheila Brown | Assistant Treasurer and Vice President, Travelers
Arta Cheney | Community Volunteer
Patty Cook | Community Volunteer
Andy Davis | Attorney, Stinson LLP
Scott Dongoske | President, Winthrop & Weinstine PA
Sherry Fonseth-Lais | Community Volunteer
Stephen Foss | Regional VP, Xcel Energy
Laura Fries | Managing Director and Executive Vice President, Baker Tilly Executive Search
Wendy Harden CPA (Treasurer) | Shareholder, Schechter Dokken Kanter
Patrick Harris | VP of Customer Solutions, PMA Financial Network
Robert Hoke | Community Volunteer
Matt Kramer (Chair) | VP, University and Government Relations, U of MN
Renee Lee | Director, Individual Products Business Technology, Securian Financial Group
Patrick McIntyre (Vice Chair) | VP, Strategy, Best Buy
Greg McNeely | Manitou Fund
Nicky Nagle | Community Volunteer
Joe Nayquonabe | Commissioner of Corporate Affairs, Mille Lacs Band
Theresa Neal | Saint Paul Public Schools Principal, Retired
Martha Nelson | Community Volunteer
Ford Nicholson | President, Draft Co.
Erik Ordway | Associate Director, Newmark Knight Frank
Lynette Palmgren | Community Volunteer
Bill Parker | Community Volunteer
Greg Peelman | Vice President Operations of Pest Elimination–North America, Ecolab
Steve Proeschel | Managing Director and Head of Healthcare Finance, Piper Jaffray
Daniel Reardon | Co-CEO and Trustee, Otto Bremer Trust
Susan Roeder  | Strategic Account Manager, Andersen Corporation
Kelly Sam | Director of Strategic Relations, Mille Lacs Corporate Ventures
Arvind Sharma | Director, Sourcing, Ameriprise Financial
Liz Smith | Community Volunteer
Edwin van der Hoek | Strategic Sourcing Manager, Fuji Vegetable Oil, Inc.
Sheryl Zaworski | VP, Director, Global Ethics Office Escalation & Investigation, U.S. Bancorp

Ex Officio
Mike Hahm | Director, Saint Paul Parks and Recreation
Michelle Furrer | Campus Manager, Como Park Zoo and Conservatory
Jackie Sticha (Secretary) | President, Como Friends

Como Friends Staff

Kate Aksadi | Individual Giving Associate
Susannah Baudhuin | Creative Director
Amanda Golden | Events Manager
Kaitlyn Huntington | Development Associate
Mary Jensen | Director of Finance
Laurel Lundberg  |  Director of Individual Giving
Caroline Mehlhop  |  Director of Institutional  
 Partnerships and Events 
Bethany Paul  |  Executive Assistant
Terri Scheunemann  |  Manager, Garden Safari Gifts
Megan Shackle  |  Database Manager
Jackie Sticha  |  President
Sheila Wewers  |  Assistant Manager, Garden Safari Gifts

Garden Safari Gifts Staff

Hannah Adamson
Hailey Anderson
Olivia Ahrens
Katie Baisch
Kayleigh Baker
Donnelle Burlingame
Christine Calger
Iris Carroll
Kia Colburn
Emily Deniro
Martha Eidman
Jana Erickson
Brianna Farrell
Reece Gates
Amy Handford
Hannah Hausmann

Kennedy Hill
Mollie Jenkins
Salli Koeppen
Kaliah Linear
Mallorie Lynn
Rose Masanz
Camille McDermott
Gabby Metzler
Connie Nipp
Gail Olson
Logan Tan
Cassie Temple
Jordana Torgeson
Emerson Winghart
Kenneth Yang
Xue Yang



We inspire community generosity in support of 
Como Park Zoo and Conservatory so it thrives for 
generations to come.
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