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TOTAL CONTRIBUTION | $1,684,372
2021 Contribution to Como Park Zoo & Conservatory  

COMO ZOO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $598,050
Como Harbor New Seals and Sea Lions Habitat . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $240,000 

Zookeeper Positions & Care for the Animals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $91,050 
Direct Support for the Care of the Animals . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $100,000 

Aquatic Animals Building Renovation . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $131,200 
Wolf Woods Fencing . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $25,000 

Specialized Dive Equipment to Maintain Como Harbor . . . . $5,800 
Purchase of Birds to Add Diversity to Collection in  

Tropical Encounters. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $5,000 

MARJORIE MCNEELY CONSERVATORY. . $640,527
Gardener Positions, Training & Operations. .  .  .  .  . $332,041 
Contribution to Marjorie McNeely Conservatory  
Endowment Fund. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $283,686 
Charlotte Partridge Ordway Japanese Garden Restoration 
& Technical Training . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18,800 
Addition of Orchids to Collection . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $2,000 
New Plants for Tropical Encounters . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,000 

COMO CAMPUS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $295,497 
Direct Support for the Care of the Animals and  

Gardens . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $200,000 
Advocacy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $55,564 

Architecture Plans to Address Rusting Stairs at  
Visitor Center Entrance. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,000 

Como Campus Improvements & Support . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $24,933 

CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          $119,298
Education Positions & Annual Operations. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $71,200 
Development of New Guest Engagement Strategy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $33,098
Free 2nd Grade Virtual Field Trip Program Offered Statewide. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $9,000 
Free 2nd Grade Virtual Field Trips for St. Paul Public Schools. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,000 

VOLUNTEER SERVICES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                      $31,000
Staff Positions & Annual Operations . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $31,000

 

Dear Como Friends Supporters, 
With roots that go back to 1897, Como Park Zoo and Conservatory has been a common thread connect-
ing more than six generations of Minnesota families. From the Greatest Generation who watched as Como 
Zoo’s first buildings went up with help from the Works Progress Administration, to the Baby Boomers who 
remember the very first Sparky the Sea Lion, to the Gen Z’ers who came to celebrate the unveiling of our 
extraordinary new Como Harbor last spring, coming to Como is a memory that millions of Minnesotans have 
shared, during bright sunny days and uncertain times. 

Maybe that’s why so many visitors made a point of telling us just how much Como’s constancy and consistency 
meant to them in 2021. As we endured a second year of social distancing, with pandemic impacts felt in nearly 
every part of our lives, coming to Como has been a favorite way to reconnect to the familiar, the place we go to 
feel recharged and renewed by the beauty and wonder of the natural world.  

At Como Friends, we’re proud of Como’s long history of bringing our community together. But we’re even more 
inspired by what community support is making possible now and in the future. From the gorgeous exterior 
gardens that greet visitors at Como’s front door, to the beautiful Sunken Garden Shows in the Marjorie McNeely 
Conservatory, to the engaging virtual programs now available to visitors at home, to the fantastic improvements 
taking shape in Como Zoo’s Aquatic Animals Building this year, today’s Como Park Zoo and Conservatory is 
transforming to serve the 21st century needs of our audience. And thanks to the generous support of the indi-
viduals, families, businesses and foundations whose names appear in this annual report, there’s one thing that 
will always remain a constant at Como—our commitment to providing free and equitable access to every visitor. 

While the last two years have tested us, it’s also been a time of growth as we’ve learned new skills to protect 
the animals and plants in our care, discovered new platforms for presenting our programs, and found new ways 
to connect visitors to Como, across distances and differences. As we look forward to coming together more 
often in the year ahead, we’re grateful for all the ways your support has helped us to build community at Como. 
Thanks to you, Como Park Zoo and Conservatory can continue to be a touch-point that connects us all. 

Thank you for all you do for Como!

Jackie Sticha		  Patrick McIntyre
President			   Board Chair

Como Friends 		  Como Friends Board of Directors			 
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Generous support from Como Friends’ community of 
donors in 2021 helped us make progress on the three 
strategic priorities in our strategic plan: 

• 	Strengthening Como Friends for growth and innovation.

• 	Safeguarding free access at Como Park Zoo &  
Conservatory. 

• 	Growing philanthropy and retail sales to invest in  
improvements at Como Park Zoo & Conservatory.

Como Friends Vision Statement 
We envision a future where Como Friends ensures  
Como Park Zoo & Conservatory is a global leader in  
conservation, animal care and horticulture with  
barrier-free access for all. 

Como Friends’ work is guided by our values…
•	 Authentically engage the community in sustaining 

Como Park Zoo & Conservatory for generations to come. 

•	 Champion conservation and education by perpetually 
growing support to Como Park Zoo & Conservatory. 

• 	Advance inclusivity and equity in our work with a focus  
on advocating for free access at Como Park Zoo &  
Conservatory. 

• 	Embrace innovation and best practices to fuel our 
growth to keep pace with Como Park Zoo &  
Conservatory’s future needs. 

BUILD ING COMMUN ITY  
with generosity

Como Friends’ strategic plan  

connects philanthropy to one of  

Minnesota’s most beloved  

public institutions
I grew up not far from Como, so it was always in my blood. But it wasn’t until I was a guest at Sunset 
Affair many years ago, and my family got a chance to go behind the scenes and name a new giraffe 
that I really fell in love. What I find special is the way this whole community—the city, the staff, the 
donors, the visitors, and Como Friends—all come together to keep improving Como and to keep 
Como free to everyone. They’ve been bold in their fundraising efforts and in their aspirations. This 
isn’t a community that says, ‘Good enough.’ Instead they say, ‘Let’s work together to make every-
thing even better.’ 

“When Como Friends first recruited me to join their board of directors, I didn’t know if it would be my 
thing. But after nine years of board service, I am forever grateful that I got this chance. I learned so 
much about things I never would have—like what it takes to get a blood draw from a polar bear, or 
how much work goes into creating a flower show, or what it means that Como has been accredited 
by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums for so many years. I don’t think I would have understood 
that Como’s conservation work has an impact nationally, and even internationally, if I hadn’t served 
on the board. 

“When people ask me why I care so much about Como Friends, I tell them it’s because we’re like the 
puzzle piece that connects the donor community to the city, and it’s that connection that makes so 
many more things possible. You have to support the places that bring you joy and make you happy so 
that future generations can experience the same thing.
		
–Nicky Nagle, Community Volunteer, Como Friends Board of Directors

“

”
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Always the most visited cultural institution in the state of  
Minnesota, Como’s commitment to accessibility remained a 
constant in 2021, even under the most challenging circum-
stances. While pandemic precautions prevailed, innovative 
programs like Como LIVE! made it possible to connect more 
than 1.4 million Facebook viewers to everything that was 
happening at Como, from celebrating Sudi the lesser kudu’s 
first birthday party, to taking the armadillos on an unexpected 
field trip experience where they dug their way through the 
Sunken Garden in the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory. 

“Knowing that people wanted to be at Como and couldn’t 
really sparked creativity all over campus as we all came 
up with new ways of connecting the community to the live  
experiences and fun we were all craving,” says Susannah 
Baudhuin, Creative Director of Como Friends, who docu-
mented everything from improvement projects to penguin 
parties for stories shared across the nonprofit’s newsletters, 
emails and social media feeds. “We took a more intentional 
approach to storytelling to be transparent about the challeng-
es that Como staffers were encountering, and also to show 
our followers that their support was making a difference at 

Como every day, even if they weren’t able to come and see it.” 
As vaccines began to roll out, Como’s free online reservation 
system—accessible in over 100 languages—helped to wel-
come more than 800,000 children and adults, nearly a half 
million more visitors than Como saw in 2020. But navigating 
the new normal also meant meeting up in new ways, for in-
stance, offering both in-person and virtual options for Como 
Friends’ annual Sunset Affair gala, a shift that made it possible 
to welcome a whole new audience of supporters to an event 
that’s traditionally been sold out. 

Como Friends’ funding also helped to expand access to 
Como Connections, a popular video learning series created 
in collaboration with the St. Paul Public Schools. “Develop-
ing virtual programs like this has given us new opportunities 
to connect to classrooms in Greater Minnesota and others 
that wouldn’t typically be able to come to Como,” says Bekah 
Hanes, Como’s Learning Experiences Coordinator. “While our 
educators are really excited to get back into classrooms with 
their students and to see those school buses full of kids on 
field trips, knowing that we have online programs in our back 
pocket means we have so many more options for the future.’’

BUILD ING COMMUN ITY  
through equity and access

Promoting equitable access 

for all visitors is a core  

value for Como Friends.

“Please offer Como Connections again next year. We live in outstate Minnesota and cannot get our 
kids to Como. This brought Como to us.” –second grade teacher 
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In June 2021, Como Zoo unveiled Como Harbor, a $21 
million seals and sea lions habitat that got its start on 
the drawing board nearly a decade ago. “Because of 
the fast construction progress we made during the pan-
demic, it may have seemed that Como Harbor came 
together quickly,” says Como Friends President Jackie 
Sticha. “But in fact, our support for this improvement 
goes back many years, from the funding we provided 
to hire architects to create the original design plans, 
to years of advocacy work that helped secure $15  
million from the Minnesota State Legislature, to raising 
funds from individuals, corporations and foundations 
through the capital campaign. Together, we brought 
so many  of Como Harbor’s most exciting features to 
life. Seeing the project we used to call ‘Sparky 2.0’ 
reshape the heart of Como Zoo is definitely one of our 
best accomplishments as an organization and as a 
Como community.”

While Como Harbor is a state-of-the-art habitat, it’s still free to 
every visitor—a commitment to access that’s always been key 
to Como Park Zoo and Conservatory’s character. “Ensuring 
that everyone can enjoy these improvements is always part 
of the conversation at Como,” says Campus Director Michelle 
Furrer. “It reflects not just our strong partnership with Como 
Friends and our donor community, but also the spirit of wel-
come and inclusion that’s always been part of Como’s history.” 

Your support for Como Friends helped to continue that com-
mitment in 2021, funding big improvements like the Aquatic 
Animals Building renovation now underway, to smaller ones 
like new species for the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory’s or-
chid collection, and trees for Tropical Encounters. “No mat-
ter the size or cost of the improvements that Como Friends 
funds,” says Sticha, “we’re always taking the long view and 
asking ourselves where we can invest to make Como better 
for every visitor today, and stronger for the long term.” 

BUILD ING COMMUN ITY  
through new projects

From big projects like the Aquatic Animals 

Building renovation, to smaller ones like  

better fencing for new wolves Nicky and  

Cerberus, your support for Como Friends 

helps bring visitors a little closer to nature. 

“Most anywhere else you go, extra money gives you better access to things. But here, everything 
you see is free to everyone. Every person who comes to Como has the same opportunity to learn 
and to grow. That’s why I’m so proud to watch the great things that are happening here, because 
we all benefit from it, and we’re all better off for it. I believe that if we want to fight inequities, we 
need to do more of what Como is doing.”  –Minnesota State Senator John Marty
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Horticulturists aren’t known for being big exhibitionists. 
“It’s definitely a profession that’s often suited to introverts. 
There’s a reason many of us prefer to work with plants,” 
Horticulture Supervisor Karen Kleber-Diggs (pictured on the 
right) says with a chuckle. But in 2021, many of the Marjorie 
McNeely Conservatory’s quietest and most creative horti-
culturists pushed past their comfort zones to share their 
love of plants and gardening with thousands of online view-
ers following Como’s live Facebook feed. From taking virtu-
al viewers on dozens of in-depth tours of favorite gardens 
and collections, to nominating their favorite specimens for 
Como’s first-ever Cutest Plant Contest, Como’s horticultur-
ists helped shine a light on the healing and hopeful power 
of plants. “During a time when people couldn’t get to Como 
as often as they used to, we did our best to bring as much 
of what was happening at the Conservatory out to the pub-
lic,” she says. 

As the community searched for fun outdoor opportunities, 
the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory responded by putting 
extra resources into all of Como’s exterior gardens, restor-

ing the Enchanted Garden, the Exedra, and the Frog Pond, 
and reviving the Gates Ajar mosaiculture, which had been 
put on hold during 2020. Your support for Como Friends 
also helped horticulturists continue the transformation of 
the Charlotte Partridge Ordway Japanese Garden, the final 
destination for the COVID-friendly one-way walking path. 
“Over and over we heard from visitors how great the gar-
dens looked and how much their visits meant to them,” 
says recently retired Horticulture Curator Tina Dombrowski. 

To continue to boost Como’s curb appeal, the horticul-
tural team grew more than 18,000 annual plants for use 
around the grounds and in Como’s popular Pollinator 
Garden all from existing seed inventory—a sustainability 
effort that reduced new seed and plant plug purchases 
by 85 percent. Support from Como Friends in 2021 also 
helped to purchase a new electric-powered utility vehi-
cle, providing needed equipment for the horticulturists, 
cutting the carbon footprint of Como’s gardening opera-
tions, and modeling the value of conservation to Como’s 
plant-loving public. 

BUILD ING COMMUN ITY  
through plant care

“The Marjorie McNeely Conservatory is one of my 

favorite places in the Twin Cities, and making visits 

there throughout the winter has been an important 

part of taking care of myself. I absolutely love  

drinking in the lush greenery, feeling the tension melt 

off my shoulders as the humid air fills my lungs while 

exploring the meandering paths of the Conservatory 

with friends and family.”  –Conservatory visitor, 2021 

“It’s such a pleasure to talk to the staff at the Conservatory—they are so well informed and  
interesting but never intrusive. I have learned so much from your staff and really appreciate all  
they do to maintain this beautiful space. So thank you, each of you, and for all you do.”  
 –Conservatory visitor, 2021

   2021 Annual Report   11    comofriends.org



At 16 feet, Skeeter the giraffe stands taller than any other  
animal at Como Zoo—a height that posed serious challenges 
to keepers and veterinarians trying to prepare the 12-year-old 
male for hoofclaw surgery in 2021. “The problem with putting 
a giraffe under anesthesia is that they fall over like a tree,” says 
Jill Erzar, Skeeter’s favorite hoofstock keeper. But with the help 
of Como Zoo’s new veterinary technician, Andrea Persson, 
Como’s long-standing partners at the University of Minnesota 
School of Veterinary Medicine, and expert farriers and giraffe 
keepers flown in from around the country,  “we put together a 
team that was the best of the best of the best to plan ahead 
for every complication we could foresee,” she says. 

Helping Como Zoo provide best practice veterinary care 
has always been a top investment priority at Como Friends, 
which funded Como Zoo’s shift to operant conditioning ani-
mal training more than 20 years ago, positive reinforcement 
that’s helped build extraordinary bonds between keepers 
and the animals in their care. Those connections paid off in 
myriad ways in 2021 as Como Zoo managed complex care 

for animals like Skeeter, helped new arrivals like polar bears 
Nan and Kulu adjust to their new surroundings, and worked 
to prepare dozens of animals to cooperate with receiving their 
COVID-19 vaccinations in the months ahead. The training pro-
gram also helped Como Zoo earn a new round of accredita-
tion from the Association of Zoos and Aquariums, an accom-
plishment recognizing exceptional animal care that Como has 
achieved consistently since 1984. 

Your support for Como Friends is critical to this work, help-
ing to provide for fun enrichment experiences for animals 
like Markisa the orangutan, and specialized equipment like 
the diving gear that’s helping Como’s Life Support staff keep 
Como Harbor’s extensive saltwater pools clean and healthy. 
Support from the community also helps equip keepers like  
Erzar with the resources needed to provide extraordinary care 
to the animals we all love. “Skeeter’s surgery was the best and 
worst day of my career,” Erzar says now. “The worst, because 
we had to watch him fall down. The best, because we got to 
watch him get back on his feet again.”

BUILD ING COMMUN ITY  
through animal care

“Thank you to all who keep our Como Zoo up and running smoothly, and especially caring for these 
beautiful animals! I appreciate the goodness, kindness and professionalism that keeps all of Como 
Zoo’s animals happy and healthy. We need this Zoo to stay with us for generations to come.”  
–Como Friends supporter 

 “Support from Como Friends 

gave my staff the access to do 

some remarkable things, and 

fully realize their dreams, not 

just to work with animals here in 

the zoo, but also out in the wild. 

That’s been pretty spectacular.”

–John Dee, Como Zoo’s recently  
retired Animal Curator 

Polar bear photo by Zookeeper Kristin
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Statements of Financial Position

As of December 31, 	 2021	 2020

ASSETS
CURRENT		
Cash 	 $	 2,345,457	 $	 1,376,918
Cash—Board Funds		  1,617,719		  1,460,889
Bequests Receivable 		  14,000		  51,500
Contributions Receivable 		  300,400		  357,175
Inventory		  233,000		  283,333
Prepaid Expenses and Other		  50,522		  49,865
	 Total Current Assets		  4,561,098		  3,579,680

OTHER		
Contributions Receivable, Net of Current Portion		  247,843		  548,597
Property and Equipment, Net		  101,634		  108,795
Beneficial Interests in Assets Held by Others		  11,020,416		  9,308,305
	 Total Other Assets		  11,369,893		  9,965,697	 Tot1	
TOTAL ASSETS	 $	 15,930,991	 $	 13,545,377

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT		
Accounts Payable	 $	 190,271	 $	 7,719
Accrued Expenses and Other Liabilities		  74,021		  86,775
	 Total Current Liabilities		  264,292		  94,494

NET ASSETS		
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions	
	 Board Designated Reserve and Project Funds		  1,631,719		  1,512,389
	 Board Designated Endowment		  164,382		  142,611
	 Undesignated		  1,824,140		  901,165
Total Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions		  3,620,241		  2,556,165

Net Assets With Donor Restrictions
   Perpetual in Nature		  7,317,780		  7,034,094
   Purpose Restrictions		  4,061,112		  3,454,797
   Time-Restricted for Future Periods		  667,566		  405,827
Total Net Assets With Donor Restrictions		  12,046,458		  10,894,718
	 Total Net Assets		  15,666,699		  13,450,883
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $	 15,930,991	 $	 13,545,377

Statements of Activities

Sources of Revenue

Individual Giving. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,651,011

Gift Shop Revenue . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,172,859 
(less cost of goods sold)

Corporate and Foundation Giving . . . . . $523,436 
(excluding Capital Campaign)

Events. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$294,118

Investment and Other Income . .  .  .  .  . $1,077,213 

 

Program and Mission Support

Program Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,127,069

Mission Support 
Management Expense. . . . . . . . . . . . . $716,441

Mission Support 
Fundraising Expense. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $811,051

35%

23%

6%

11%

25%

22%
 

58%

20%



$200,000 +
Manitou Fund 
Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
Woodland Park Zoological Society 

$100,000-$199,999 
Anonymous  

$50,000-$99,999 
Ecolab Foundation 
Bill and Diane Ellis 
E.M. Pearson Foundation Endowment  
	 Fund of Como Friends 
Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc. 
Xcel Energy 

$15,000-$49,999 
Anonymous  
Ameriprise Financial 
Fred C. and Katherine B.  
	 Andersen Foundation 
Best Buy 
Estate of James Bullard 
Charlotte Partridge Ordway  
	 Japanese Garden 		   
	 Endowment Fund of Como Friends 
Mary Fowler 
Google 
Deb and Mike Hogenson 
Horton Holding, Inc. 
John and Ruth Huss 
Janet Kelly 
KSTP-TV 5 Eyewitness News 
John and Marie Kundla and Family 
Ronald and Marilyn Mitsch 
Osilas Foundation 
Scrooby Foundation 
Travelers Foundation 

$10,000-$14,999 
Anonymous (2) 
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation 
Sarah Andersen and Christopher Hayner 
Berger Transfer 
Carol M. Downie and Gregory J. Thomas  
Leanne Edberg 
Dorothy Fairbanks 
Sandy Jacobsen and Dean Hedstrom 
Dr. Justine Lee and Jason Kral 
McGough Companies 
McIntyre Family Foundation 
Russell Nelson 
Bill and Anne Parker 
Barb and Steve Proeschel 
Securian 
U.S. Bank Foundation 
Caroline Vernon and Bruce Holcomb 
Xcel Energy Foundation 
 

$5,000-$9,999 
Anonymous   
Barbara Bachman 
John and Susan Bauer 
Jan Bobrowske 
Michael Buseman 
Terri Cavanaugh 
Audrey Copeland 
CPMI 
David and Gretchen Crary 
Bill Dircks, Jr. and Sherie Lukanen 
Scott and Lisa Dongoske 
Mary Edel-Joyce 
Fleetwood Foundation 
Sherry Anne Fonseth-Lais  
	 and Charles Lais 
Elizabeth and William Frank 
Hardenbergh Foundation 

Kathy and William Haug 
Ann Hawkins 
Helen and Ruth Peterson Fund of  
	 Como Friends 
Larry and Patricia Hink 
Mari Sue Howes 
Tina Hoye 
Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation 
Nancy and Todd Koch 
Sandra and Dennis Kollmann 
Christine Kraft and Nelson Capes 
Tim and Shannon Kuhnmuench 
Ginny Morris 
Patricia Motter 
Martha and Brock Nelson 
Nicholson Family Foundation 
Lynette and Robert Palmgren 
Joanne and Jonathan Rogoff 
Kari and Dan Rominski 
Wendy and Steve Rubin 
Beatrice Schneider and Doug Smith 	
	 Family Charitable Fund 

James and Jacalyn Schuetzle  
Liz and Ben Smith 
Phyllis Sorbel 
UnitedHealth Group 
Erin and Matt Wach 
Weck Family Donor Advised Fund  
Kevin and Jennifer Weist Family Fund  
	 of the Minnesota Community 		
	 Foundation 
Lillian Wright & C. Emil Berglund 			
	 Foundation 
Alice Zittel 

 
$2,500-$4,999 
3M Foundation 
Bame Foundation 
Grover Bellile 

Candace and Dan Garry 
GetWireless, LLC 
Stan and Karen Hubbard 
James Johnson and Lucy Jones 
Gail and Thomas Jones  
Matt Kramer and Mary Rowles 
Melinda Lee 
Renee Lee 
Shawn and Tina Locke 
The Lumabel Charitable Fund 
Edwin and Susan McCarthy 
Colleen McGough-Wood and  
	 Brad Wood 
Jim and Peggy McIntyre 
Patrick and Angie McIntyre 
Medtronic Foundation 
Shirley Miles  
Larry Moody 

U.S. Bank  
White Pine Fund 
Keith and Colleen Wietecki 
Donna Wong and Nick Torman 
Sheryl and Mike Zaworski 
 

$1,000-$2,499 
501st Central Garrison 
Jeanne Aanerud 
Robin Adkins 
The Allegro Fund 
Ameriprise Financial Employee  
	 Matching Gift Program 
Mary Ann Anderson   
Mary Anne K. Anderson 
Jo & Gordon Bailey Family Fund of the 		
	 Catholic Community Foundation 
Matthew Bailey and Kristin Gendron 
Bernard and Phyllis Baltes 
Chris and Marna Bame 
Tony and Tabitha Benton 
Susan Bergen 
Jolene and Theodore Billy 
Barbara Bobrowitz 
Sandra and Joseph Bodensteiner 
Roger and Diane Brack 
BrightWines 
Judith Brinkman 
Peter K. Brooks Fund  
Brian Buhl 
Rob Carlson and Gregg Larson 
Cheney Family 
Tiffany Coggins 
Oscar Cumpiano  
Robert and Sherry Cyza 
Steven and Janelle Dahl 
Andrew Davis and Lauren Dee 
Frank and Sharon Dolejsi 
Arthur and Carol Doten 
Emily Douglass 
Joan R. Duddingston  
Cheryl Duff 
Chantal and John Eckhardt 
Lollie and Alan Eidsness 
Todd and Heather Ellis 
Peter and Tamara Erickson 
Georgiann and Joseph Errigo 
Mary Ann Evander 
Peter and Kate Everett  
Ann Fallon 
Jim Fernholz 

THANK YOU 2021 DONORS!
Como Friends’ mission is to inspire community generosity  

in support of Como Park Zoo and Conservatory so it  
thrives for generations to come.

Patrick and Colleen Bollom  
	 Family Fund 
Robert and Janet Calander 
Roger Carlson 
City Club Foundation 
CLR Design 
Bob and Diane Coderre Fund of 		
	 the Saint Paul & Minnesota 		
	 Foundation 
Kathleen Dahl 
Dellwood Foundation 
Emerson 
Litton E.S. Field and Nancy T. 		
	 Field Foundation of the Saint 		
	 Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
Litton Field, Jr. and Anne Field 

Nicky and Tim Nagle 
Alisha Odhiambo 
Erik Ordway 
Greg and Bridget Peelman 
Susan Petersen 
Ritt Family Foundation 
Margaret Rivers Fund 
Thomas Rulland 
Kathleen Schubert 
Arvind Sharma and  
	 Stephanie Radtke 
Rupert Strobel 
Thayer Family Foundation  
	 of the Minnesota 			 
	 Community Foundation 
Paul and Janet Tolzmann 



Jay and Sandy Fetyko 
Jane K. Filerman  
Lambers Fisher 
Cynthia Foster 
Thomas Frattallone and  
	 Sebastian Vannavong 
Dennis and Barbara Ann Frederick 
Patricia R. Freeburg 
Lisa Frenette 
Carmen Gartner 
Aurea Gerard Fund of the Saint Paul & 		
	 Minnesota Foundation 
Jane and Richard Gerber 
Nathan Gibson 
Girl Scouts of Minnesota and  
	 Wisconsin River Valleys 
Deanne Graf 
Grand Casino Hinckley 
John Greger 
Greystone Foundation 
Eric Griffin and Laura Pang  
Grimm - Brown - Bequette -  
	 Townsend Fund 
John Grinager and Nancy Jo Shaw 
Lloyd W. Grooms, Jr. 
Jim and Gretchen Guenter 
Guillaume-Corneilissen  
	 Charitable Gift Fund 
Diana Gulden and Jose Peris 
Thomas Haley 
Mark and Vicky Halvorsen 
Bern Hapke 
Wendy Harden 
Robert Harms 
John W. Harris 
Judy Hartman  
Susan Hartzell 
Sandra Hasselberg 
Hawkins Family Foundation 
Head Family Foundation 
Heinrich Foundation  
Sharon and David Heitzman 
Jonathan and Lee Herum 
Hoagland Law, PLLC 
Tom and Nancy Hodnefield 
Wayne and Diane Hoeschen 
Lynne K. Holt 
Stan and Jane Hooper 
Howard’s Jewelry 

Amy L. Hubbard and  
	 Geoffrey J. Kehoe Fund of the Saint 		
	 Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
Thomas and Lynn Ihlenfeldt 
Donna Jensen 
Johniver Family Charitable Fund  
Marvin and Paulette Jones 
Bill and Diane Kaphing 
Michael Kearn 
Steven and Lolita Keck 
James and Barb Kelzenberg 
Jill Kielblock 
Katherine Kirchner 
Barbara and Richard Kraft   
Dave and Joleen Kuennen 
Trell Kulju and Victoria Heckman 
Michael and Lindsey LaCoste 
Lancer Hospitality, an Elior Company 
Anne and William Langford 
Carole Larson 
Paul Lebuhn 
Laurence and Jean LeJeune 
Rob and Ilene Leonard 
Frank and Mary Levins  
Margaret A. Lidstad  
John and Nancy Lindahl 
Patricia and William Litchy 
Juanita and Richard Luis 
Laurel Lundberg 
Dale and Linda Lutz 
Thomas and Kathleen Martin 
Brandon and Casey Mason 
Tom and Jean McGough 
Caroline and Scott Mehlhop 
Merrick Family Fund of the  
	 Saint Paul & Minnesota Foundation 
Michael Merrick 
Microsoft Corporation 
Anna and William Morrison 
Patrick and Carol Morrissey 
Debbie Musolf and Arthur Wineman 
Lawrence and Kristine Nagel 
Michael and Kristina Nagle 
Jeffrey and Lynda Nelson 
Judy Nelson  
Russell and Nancy Nelson Family  
	 Fund of the Minneapolis Foundation 
Louise E. Nemmers 
Richard and Joan Newmark 
Ford and Catherine Nicholson 
Elinor Nicklawske 

Mildred Noreen 
Nothing Bundt Cakes 
David and Billie Novy 
Sherry Oleson 
Wallace B. Olson and Nancy S. Olson  
	 Family Foundation 
John and Marla Ordway  
Jean and Peter Parilla 
Bob and Melanie Parise 
Parkway Pizza 
William Patrick 
Kris Pendergast 

Matthew Perry 
David and Linda Peters 
John and Debra Peterson 
Michael and Claire Pfoser 
Barbara Philip 
Lael Pickett 
Pioneer Foundation 
Piper Classic Disc Golf Tournament 
Dave and Lynne Plummer 
Pool and Yacht Club, Inc. 
Proto-type Machine 
Judith Quinn 
Amy Radermacher and David Ratz 
Archana Ramaswamy 
Jane and Tony Ramunno 
Darwin and Geraldine Reedy  
Richard and Elisabeth Revoir 
Therese J. Richard Family  
Alexandria and Matthew Rick 
Riesterer Family Charitable Fund 
Todd and Anne Ringgenberg 
Eileen Roberts and Chuck Hoyum 
David Roeker 
John and Kathleen Rooney  
	 Charitable Fund  
Russellco LLC 
Ryan Family Donor Advised Fund  

Jill Sadler 
Beth and Robert Schafer 
Marlin Schenck 
Kent and Shaneen Schmidt 
Doris Schoener 
Anthony and Nancy Schuster 

David Schwend 
Renate Sharp 
Michael and Tara Sime 
Slaggie Family Foundation 
Andy and Stephanie Smith 
Mark Spickelmier and Jessica Madole 
SPIRE Credit Union 
Michael Stedman Foundation 
Erik and Pam Stegman 
Jackie Sticha and Chris Hautman 
Stinson LLP 
Warren Stortroen 
Karen and Les Suzukamo  
Debbie Swan 
Nancy Sweet 
Art Taylor 
Mike Tharp 
Thomson Reuters 
Kimberly Tyl 
Margaret Tyler 
U.S. Bank Altitude Points 

Susan Vandenberg and John Provo 
Edwin van der Hoek and Jennifer Debrow 
Van Schyndel Family   
Bonnie J. Wakefield 
David and Ann Wasson 
Kathryn Weese and Helen Bond 
Sharon West 
Deborah Wexler and Michael Mann 
Windibrow Foundation 
Justin Windschitl 
Burton and Patricia Witthuhn 
Michele Yanko 
 

$500-$999 
Anonymous (2)   
Phyllis Abrahamsen 
AmazonSmile Foundation 
James and Linda Amsterdam 
Karen Anderson 
Sharon Anderson Earl 
Jerry L. Artz 
Sharon Autio 
John and Mary Bachhuber Fund  
Cheryl Lynn Bailey and Dan Humes 
Georgene Baker 
Cynthia and Philip Barker 
LaVonne and Paul Batalden Fund 
Susannah Baudhuin 
Connie Beall 
Thomas and Mary Beaumont 
Kimberlee Bell 
Carol Bierbrauer 
Bob and Joan Bierscheid 
Sharon Bigot 
Black Pine Beach Resort 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Minnesota 
Berry Bogue 
Chuck and Joanne Bonnes 
Donna Boreen 
Boston Scientific Corporation 
Andrea Brainard 
Jane Braun and Annie Pearson 
Kathleen A. Briggs 
William J. Brody Fund 
	 Bronwen L. Cound and 
Broken Clock Brewing Cooperative 
Vanessa Brown-McGuire Family  
	 Charitable Fund  
Jane Brumbaugh 
Ted Bunning 

Michael and Sheryl Burkhardt 
Peggy Burress 
Peter Butler 
Charles and Elizabeth Bye 
JoAnn Calguire 
Kaye Campbell and Phil Hinson 
Carina Photographics 
Chris and Katy Carlson 
John and Mary Jo Carlson  
Carter Family  
Cecelia Cathcart 
Mary and Claude Chmiel 
Chowgirls Catering  
Gene and Kay Christenson Fund
Christiansen and Associates   
Brian and Lisa Citak 
John R. and Eileen J. Clifford 
Barbara Clothier 
Mary Ann Cogelow 
Karen Cohen 
Jason Cook 
Zachary Crain 
Martha Cunningham 
Stephen Daas and Peggy Sauer 
Nicholas and Lynn Davenport 
Dell YourCause, LLC 
Jeffrey and Paula DeZellar 
Lloyd Doble 
Anthony and Jenica Domanico 
Florene Dougherty 
James Driscoll 
Robert and Mary Druke 
Alex and Julie Elder Charitable Fund  
Mary Beth and Jeff Ellingboe 
Norman and Andrea Engel 
Dan and Lynn Erickson 
Kay E. Erickson and Mike Madigan 
Kory Eylmann 
Ralph and Susan Farnsworth 
Frederick Finch 
Michael and Carol Fix Fund  
Erin Flathmann 
Barbara Follstad 
Keff Fonseth 
James Forman 
FPI Paving Contractors, Inc. 
Jenneane Francis 
Karen Frey and Sara Frey 
Emily Friedrichsen 
Dwight and Elizabeth Friesen 
Debra and Rob Frimerman 



Fritcher Charitable Fund 
Karen Fussy 
David and Kathleen Gabel 
Joan and Gary Gabel 
Vicki and Peter Gallus 
James Gay 
Victor and Jeannette Gede 
Jeanne Gehrman 
Geoff Michael Group, Inc. 
Michael E. and Sarah K. Giga 
Jeffrey Girard 
The Giving Tree of Morgan Stanley  
Linda and Joseph Gmitter 
Jan Godeke 
Phillip Goldman and Lynne Tauer 
Duane Gorder 
Jewelie Grape 
Thomas Grundhauser 
Anne Hagel 
Jim and Judy Haigh 
Bruce Hallingstad 
Marion Handt 

Carol Hansen 
Nancy K. Hansen 
Pegi and Tom Harkness 
Michele Harris and Peter Tanghe 
Merrie Harrison 
Katie and Matt Harry 
Sally S. Hart and Robert van Tyn 
Karen Hawkinson 
Catherine J. Healy 
Dennis and Nancy Hebrink 
John Hedenstrom 
Jeff Hejl 
Marylee A. Hendricks 
Kathleen Hepp-Woehrlin 
Heather and Jeff Hermes 
John Hick 
Lisa Hlavacek 
Jennine and Joseph Hnida 
Shannon and Corey Hoagland 
Neal Hobmann 
Brian Holbrook  

William and Linda Holley 
David and Marge Hols 
Stephanie Holt 
Heather Houston 
Mark Huberty and  
	 Fernanda Monteiro Huberty 
Ann R. Huidekoper and  
	 Joanne M. Swanson 
Trixi Hunter 
Katie and Mason Hurley 
IBM International Foundation 
Rex and Monica Ingram 
Barbara Izdepski 
Gretchen Jansen 
Mary Jensen and Jeff Sell 
Fredrik and Sharon Johnson 
Dr. Arthur W. Kaemmer 
Phyllis Kahn 
Judy L. Karbo 
Adele Kaufman 
Markus and Janet Keel 
KimbleCo 
Stephan Kistler and  
	 Karen Cooley-Kistler 
Sharon L. Kjellberg 
Chelsea Klaseus 

Steve and Dayna Klein 
Janice and Lester Klos 
Philip and Patricia Kohls 
Penny Kranz 
Robert Kriel and Linda Krach 
Derek and Leslie Kuehn 
Daniel and Karin Kuntz 
Mary Laine 
Marilyn Langrehr 
Rachelle Lapham 
Larsmont Cottages on Lake Superior 
Chiho and Tony Lau 
Katherine and Charlie Lawler 
Peter and Cynthia Lee 
Sande and Robert Lee 

Ernest and Sarah Lehmann  
	 Family Fund of the Saint Paul &  
	 Minnesota Foundation 
William Leonard 
Sharon Lepsche 
Kathleen Libra 
Eric Lind 
Ellen Lindseth 
Sara Loenser 
Doris Loes 
William Lohman and Ann Dillon 
Annette Lundberg 
Victoria Mahoney 
Michele and Tom Marrinan 
Laura McDermott 
Douglas and Ann McMillan 
Jacob Medford and Nicole Schroeder 
Dale Mensch 
Elisabeth Merrill 
Raenn Meyer 
Debra Mitts Smith 
Dee Molean 
Lois and Kent Mortensen 
David Mrozek 
Jeffrey Mundinger 
Mary Munnikhuysen 
Brian Murphy and Janice Martland 
Bryan and Andrea Murphy 

James and Melissa Murphy 
Linda and Tim Murphy 
Peter and Michelle Nagel  
Patrick and Kelly Nagle 
Steven and Anne Nagle 
The Naughty Greek 
Katie and Adam Nave 
Theresa Neal  
Lawrence Nelsen
Kathryn and Steve Nelson 
Keith and Paulette Nelson 
Robert P. Nelson, M.D. and  
	 Dee Anne W. Nelson 
Stuart and Ann Nelson 
Mary Nesset 
Dale and Kathryn Newton 
Virginia N. Nicklawske Charitable Fund  
Diane Nixa and Kurt Hochfeld 
Gretchen and Jack Norqual 
Debora Nugent and Barbara Shumsker 
Oak Ridge Country Club 
Jacqueline and Patrick O’Connell 
Alan and Joy O’Donnell 
Robert A. Ohlsen 
Lauren O’Keefe 
Steven Opsal 
Richard and Carol Opseth 
Karin and Gary Ostrand 
Jay and Sharon Overbaugh 

Adina M. Overbee and Kevin Costley 
Page Family Giving Fund of the  
	 U.S. Charitable Gift Trust 
Park Tavern 
David & Mary Parker Family Trust 
Sally and Tom Patterson 
The PayAttention Fund  
Gayle Pearson 
Rick and Diane Peck 
Dana and Quinn Peterson 
Jill Peterson 
Patricia Phibbs 
Porterhouse Steak and Seafood 
James Radtke and Susan Kressin 
Steven and Janice Rasmussen 
Angela and John Rathbun 
Linda and Rob Redenbaugh 
Edward Reed 
Margaret Rein 
Shelley Renner and Kate Shermer 
Thomas and Alice Ressler 
William Richardson 
Nancy and David Robbins 
Charlene Roemhildt 
Edgar and Julie Rohde 
Patricia Rolfson 
Martin and Laura Roller 
Rosedale Center 
Bryan and Diane Ross 
Samantha Ross 
David Roth 
Jackie and Steve Ruprecht 
Shirley Sailors 
Lynn and Ron Sandquist 
Sara’s Tipsy Pies 



Como Friends Board of Directors

John Bauer | Retired SVP, Target
Andy Davis | Partner, Stinson LLP
Peter Everett | VP Marketing for Europe, Australia, Asia &  
	 Latin America, General Mills
Stephen Foss | Regional VP, Xcel Energy
Jane Gerber | Community Volunteer
Wendy Harden (Treasurer)  | Shareholder, Schechter Dokken Kanter
Patrick Harris | VP, Customer Solutions, PMA Financial Network
Annie Huidekoper | Community Volunteer
Renee Lee | Director of Quality Assurance, Securian
Patrick McIntyre (Chair) | SVP, Enterprise Strategy & Business  
	 Development, Best Buy
Greg McNeely | Manitou Fund
Nicky Nagle | Community Volunteer
Theresa Neal | Retired High School Principal
Martha Nelson | Community Volunteer
Ford Nicholson | President, Draft Co.
Erik Ordway | Vice President, PrattOrdway Properties
Greg Peelman | VP Operations, North America – Pest Elimination, Ecolab
Steve Proeschel (Vice Chair) | Retired, Piper Jaffray
Kelly Sam | VP Marketing, Grand Casino Mille Lacs & Hinckley
Arvind Sharma | Director, Strategic Sourcing & Enterprise Procurement, 		
	 Ameriprise Financial
Liz Smith | Community Volunteer
Sheryl Zaworski | VP, Global Ethics Office, Director of Escalation,  
	 Investigation & Analytics, U.S. Bancorp

Ex Officio
Michelle Furrer | Como Campus Manager 
Mike Hahm | Director of Parks and Recreation
Jackie Sticha (Secretary) | President, Como Friends

Como Friends Staff

Kate Aksadi | Individual Giving Manager
Susannah Baudhuin | Creative Director
Kaitlyn Huntington Kiesow | Development and  
	 Communications Manager

Laurel Lundberg | Director of Individual Giving
Caroline Mehlhop | Director of  
	 Institutional Partnerships and Events 

Jeff Mundinger | Director of Finance
Bethany Paul | Events Manager
Jeni Rutherford | Executive Assistant

Terri Scheunemann | Director of Retail  
	 Operations, Garden Safari Gifts
Megan Shackle | Database Manager
Jackie Sticha | President
Sheila Wewers | Associate Director of Retail 	
	 Operations, Garden Safari Gifts

Garden Safari Gifts Staff
Katie Baisch 
Laura Dorle 
Jana Erickson
Julie Hannibal
Noelle Loots
Selene McConachy
Mateo Nelson
Olivia Moreau
Laura Pueringer 
Teresa Stahl
Cassie Temple

Jack and Mary Jean Sargent 
Jean Schlemmer 
Mike and Penny Schneider 
JoAnn and Gary Schrantz 
Carol Schweickhardt 
Daniel and Donna Scott 
Sarah and Tod Seiling 
James Sharer 
Sheets Family  
Virginia Sheff 
Dawn and Dean Sherrick 
Bill Siegel and Kylie Nicholas 
Cheryl and Timothy Skildum 
Maraline Slovut 
Elaine and Robert Smith 
Marylin and Clifford Snyder 
Clifford C. & Virginia G. Sorensen 		
	 Charitable Trust of the Saint Paul & 		
	 Minnesota Foundation 
George and Sally Sotos 
Patricia Stearns 
Erica Stein 
Greg and Gayle Steiner 
Marilyn and William Sticha 
John Stielow 
Sunrise Banks 
Kristen and William Swanson 
Sheila Sweeney 
Kristi Swenson 
Ron and Margaret Tabar Fund 
Ming Tan 
Robert and Kathy Tautges 
Saul Taylor 
Anita Terry and Kevin Harding 
Dorothy Thalhuber 
Marilyn Thomas 
Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
Jon-Jay Tilsen 
Deborah Tomczyk 
Charles Torman   
Mark Traynor and Jen Peterson Fund  
William Tucker 
Carroll and Michele Vance 
Marjorie Van Der Hagen 
Kirk and Denyse Varner 
Susan Waack 
Melinda and Steve Weber 
Mary Wegehaupt 
David K. Wells, Jr. 
Westley Family Fund I of the  
	 Minneapolis Foundation 

White Bear Lake Endodontics 
Cecelia Wickland 
Janet and Jeremy Wight 
Charles and Vicky Willcox 
Mary Williams 
Brad Wohlwend 
Lauri and Steve Woolstencroft 
Cora Wortman 
Chuck and Beth Wright 
Winifred Wu 
Mara and Tyler Wurm 
Tanya Yerich 
James Young 
John Zakelj 
James Zangl 
Robert and Monica Zarembski 
Emily Zempel 

 

 



We envision a future where Como Friends ensures Como Park Zoo &  

Conservatory is a global leader in conservation, animal care and  

horticulture with barrier-free access for all. 

1225 Estabrook Drive  |  Saint Paul, MN 55103  |  651.487.8229  |  comofriends.org


