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    connecting through COMO"



 total contribution | $1,891,015
2022 Contribution to Como Park Zoo & Conservatory  

COMO ZOO   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$407,750
Zookeeper Positions and Care for the Animals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$91,050
Aquatic Animals Building Renovation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$200,000
Design Plans for New Big Cat and Wolves Habitats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $75,000
New Flooring in Giraffe Habitat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$17,000
Raised Platform in Outside Gorilla Forest Habitat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
Blood Pressure Monitor and Vitals Monitor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$6,700
Polar Bear Odyssey Door Replacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,000
New Speakers in Gorilla Forest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3,500
Zookeeper Professional Training & Development. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,500 

MARJORIE MCNEELY CONSERVATORY .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$408,671
Gardener Positions and Plant Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$344,271
Technical Training for the Care of the Charlotte Partridge Ordway Japanese Garden .$27,900
Screens on the Windows in the Sunken Garden . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $16,000
Sunken Garden Elevator Repairs and Update . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$15,000
Portable Garden Watering Equipment. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$5,500

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $322,276
Como Harbor Seals and Sea Lions Habitat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $322,276

COMO CAMPUS .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  $281,550
Direct Support for the Care of the Animals and Gardens. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$125,000
Visitor Center Staircase Removal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $80,000
Update and Replace Security Cameras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $40,000
Power Washer Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,600
Visitor Survey to Identify Equity Needs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000
New Golf Carts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7,950
Como Campus Projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000

CONSERVATION AND EDUCATION   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $438,018
Education Positions and Annual Operations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $71,200
Virtual Junior High Programs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20,000
Virtual Statewide Elementary School Program  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,000
Development of Guest Engagement Strategy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $316,818
Conservation Champions Projects and Partnerships  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15,000

VOLUNTEER SERVICES  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $32,750
Staff Positions and Annual Operations  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $31,000
Update to Volunteer Check-In Space . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,750

 

Dear friends, 
After a four-year hiatus, Sparky the sea lion made a big come-back last spring, diving into a whole new narrative 
at Como Harbor, the $21 million habitat she shares with pinnipeds Poppy, Niko, Stanley, Kash and Kilian. If you 
joined the crowds in the new KSTP Amphitheater, then you’ve seen that Subee, the rescued California sea lion 
who found safe harbor at Como after a shark attack, still embodies the spunky, splashy spirit of “Sparky,” a Como 
Zoo tradition since 1956. But now she shares the spotlight with all of Como Harbor’s inhabitants, highlighting the 
exceptional enrichment all of the seals and sea lions receive in Como’s care, while encouraging visitors to connect 
the dots between Como’s marine animals and their cousins in the sea. 

Inspiring our community to connect to nature has been part of Como Park Zoo & Conservatory’s mission for 
more than 125 years. And thanks to your contributions to Como Friends, Como has the resources to make those  
connections even more meaningful and memorable for the next generation. From the front row of the SPIRE 
Sparky Show, to the return of fantastic, in-person interpretive experiences, to the expansion of innovative virtual 
programs like Como Connections, your support in 2022 made it possible for more than a million adults and children 
to reconnect to Como.

As the crowds continue their return, many are telling us how much they appreciate the ways we’re making our 
historic campus even more beautiful and inviting. Whether it’s improving the curb appeal of Como’s front door, 
providing way-finding signs in multiple languages for Como’s diverse audience, or making room for fascinating 
creatures like our new African serval, Lily, helping our community to connect to Como is at the core of nearly every 
investment Como Friends made in 2022. That includes Como Friends’ continued commitment to protecting Como’s 
free admission—an open-door policy that makes Como one of the most equitable institutions in the state. 

It’s all possible because of the individuals, businesses, corporations and foundations whose generosity provides 
Como the extra care and funding it needs to thrive. Thank you for all you do to bring our community together at 
Como, helping us connect to the wonders of our natural world. 

Jackie Sticha  Steve Proeschel 
President   Board Chair

Como Friends   Como Friends Board of Directors   
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Generous support from Como Friends’ community of donors in 2022 helped us make progress 
on the three strategic priorities in our strategic plan: 

strengthening Como Friends for growth and innovation

safeguarding free access and operational stability at Como Park Zoo & Conservatory 

growing philanthropy and retail sales to invest in improvements at Como Park Zoo &  
Conservatory 

Como Friends Vision Statement 
We envision a future where Como Friends ensures Como Park Zoo & Conservatory is a global 
leader in conservation, animal care and horticulture with barrier-free access for all. 

Como Friends’ work is guided by our values…
•  Authentically engage the community in sustaining Como Park Zoo & Conservatory for  

generations to come. 
•  Champion conservation and education by perpetually growing support to  

Como Park Zoo & Conservatory. 
•  Advance inclusivity and equity in our work with a focus on advocating for free access at  

Como Park Zoo & Conservatory. 
• Embrace innovation and best practices to fuel our growth to keep pace with  

Como Park Zoo & Conservatory’s future needs. 

connecting through generosity 

Como Friends’ strategic  
plan connects philanthropy  
to one of Minnesota’s most  
beloved public institutions

“Like a lot of people who grew up here, I have core mem-
ories that are embedded at Como—coming here with my 
dad, visiting during school field trips. It’s always been 
the crown jewel of St. Paul, but seeing how this space has 
evolved since then is what’s really amazing to me. If Como 
were completely dependent on funding from the city, I 
don’t know if it could have progressed as much as it has. 
But because of the love people have for this place, and 
the time and resources provided by the people on Como 
Friends’ board over the years, and from volunteers in the 
community, Como is constantly improving. Como Friends 
is one of the oldest public/private partnerships around, 
and it’s become a model to so many other organizations, 
showing what’s possible when you work together.”

—Andy Rodriguez, Director, St. Paul Parks and Recreation 

“After many decades of teaching high school, I decided 
that becoming a Como volunteer was going to be my re-
tirement gift to myself. I went to my first training session 
in 2008 and I thought, ‘This is so much fun! It’s all of the 
best parts of teaching, with none of the stuff they have to 
pay you for.’ It was tough during the pandemic when the 
volunteer program was paused, but as soon as Como 
opened up, I was there as a visitor again. And if I heard 
anyone ask a question, or wonder about the animals, I 
couldn’t help myself—I’d lean over and say, ‘I bet I can 
answer that question.’ I called it pop-up volunteering! 
Now it’s wonderful that they’ve been able to bring all of 
us volunteers back to Como, and make those connec-
tions with visitors again. 

“As a Como Friends member and donor, I feel proud of 
the ways that Como has evolved to put the emphasis on  
conservation and species preservation. And it’s heart-
warming to see the relationship that keepers have with 
animals, knowing them as individuals, and seeing what 
their preferences are. Como is such a precious resource 
to this community, and the fact that it’s still free to 
anyone who wants to come is just amazing. It’s here for 
everyone who wants to learn.”

—Barbara Bobrowitz, Community Volunteer,  

Como Friends Donor

“

2022 Annual Report  | 4 |  comofriends.org

"

"



Open every day of the year with no admission fee, 
Como Park Zoo & Conservatory has always been one 
of the most accessible institutions in the state. But 
with your support for Como Friends, we’re finding 
even more ways to help our community connect to 
Como, from creating new virtual learning videos for 
middle school students, to relaunching Como’s free 
public programs with a growing emphasis on fostering 
empathy with animals and plants.

“We know that nurturing those natural connec-
tions can inspire a life-long commitment to con-
servation, which is why Como Friends supporters 
may notice that we’re finding new ways to high-
light Como’s conservation mission in our work as 
well,” says Como Friends President Jackie Sticha. In 

2022, the nonprofit unveiled a streamlined new web-
site, with more in-depth storytelling that brings Como 
Friends supporters behind the scenes, with shareable 
posts about how Como’s keepers and horticulturists 
do their work. This year, Como Friends also launched 
Como Quest, a next generation fundraiser that invites 
families and friend groups to fan out across Como Zoo 
and the Marjorie McNeely Conservatory, learning more 
about Como’s animals and plants through an immer-
sive scavenger hunt experience. 

As Como continued its transition to more traditional 
operations in 2022, your support also helped protect 
the free admission that matters most to our commu-
nity, providing equitable access to more than a million 
children and adults.

connecting through equitable access  

“I’ve always liked that phrase from Jimmy Carter, ‘We become not a melting pot, but a 

beautiful mosaic.’ I think that’s something you see every day at Como, the diversity of our 

visitors, people of all ages, bringing so many perspectives and experiences. But we all can 

remember the wonder we felt as kids, coming to the zoo or conservatory, and feeling the 

sense of awe about the beauty of nature. 

As a Como Friends board member, I’m excited about the ways we’re working to make 

sure that Como thrives for generations to come, and reflects the community in mean-

ingful ways. Whether it’s creating more virtual learning content for kids in junior high, 

or making pathways to recruit more diverse young people for careers in zookeeping and 

horticulture, Como Friends is focused on the future at the same time we’re protecting the 

accessibility that’s always been part of Como’s history.” 

–Annie Huidekoper, Community Volunteer, Como Friends Board Member 

2022 Annual Report  | 6 |  comofriends.org 2022 Annual Report  | 7 |  comofriends.org

"
"



2022 Annual Report  | 4 |  comofriends.org

One of the most visited destinations in the state, 
keeping Como Park Zoo & Conservatory’s campus 
in top condition can be a daily challenge. “Being 
open to the public—and to the elements—every 
day of the year can make for quite a lot of wear 
and tear and maintenance needs,” says Como 
Director/Campus Manager, Michelle Furrer. “One 
of the advantages of our strong public/private 
partnership with Como Friends is that commu-
nity support can help Como finish projects 
and make improvements at a faster pace, so 
we can better serve our visitors .”

Many improvements made in 2022 were easily ev-
ident to visitors, from the fantastic face-lift taking 
place in Como Zoo’s Aquatic Animals Building, to 

the arrival of new marine microhabitats, including a 
colorful new home for Como’s tropical fish. Other 
Como Friends’ funded projects may go unnoticed—
but no less appreciated—by Como’s crowds. That 
list includes updating the sound system so guests 
can hear what’s happening in Gorilla Forest, replac- 
ing the doors in Polar Bear Odyssey to open more 
smoothly for the large number of people who visit 
the polar bears every year, and removing the unused 
staircase at Como’s front entrance, to elevate the 
aesthetics around Como’s gorgeous water gardens. 

Your support for Como Friends makes a difference 
every day by creating new experiences for visitors, 
while caring for the extraordinary resources Como 
already has.

connecting through projects and improvements  

A visit to Como has been a special treat since I was a young child, and still wakes my 

sense of wonder.

–Como Park Zoo & Conservatory Visitor

I got married in the Sunken Garden and could hear the lions roaring and seals barking 

from our front stoop. Best place to grow up!

–Como Park Zoo & Conservatory Visitor

"
"
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After losing his twin brother Buzz, Como Zoo’s po-
lar bear Neil has been enjoying an unexpected new 
chapter. Partnered up with two new polar bears—
Kulu, a boisterous juvenile male, and Nan, a 28-year-
old female bossy enough to match Neil’s 1,000 pound 
brawn—the three new roommates have been de-
lighting visitors all year as they dive, wrestle, and rest 
together in Polar Bear Odyssey. Though Neil is now  
the oldest male polar bear in North America, keeper 
Kristin Nelson says you’d never know it. “Neil actual-
ly seems like a much younger bear than he used 
to, like he’s gotten some years back,” she says. 
“He’s so much more lively now .”

Creating the conditions that keep animals healthy, curi-
ous and thriving is a major part of the mission at Como 
Friends. The nonprofit’s support helped to launch Co-
mo’s successful operant conditioning animal training 

program two decades ago, and provides for everyday 
animal care needs like the new blood pressure and 
vitals monitors that help keepers provide exceptional 
care to more than 200 species. 

While the year at Como Zoo saw some heartbreak-
ing losses, including the passing of 31-year-old  
CC the sea lion and 46-year-old Amanda the 
orangutan, it also marked some major animal care 
successes, including a full surgical recovery for  
Skeeter the giraffe, and successful cataract surgery  
for Gomez the spider monkey. Through your contri-
butions to Como Friends, you’re helping to support 
the whole circle of life, from providing a steady sup-
ply of sweet potatoes for Como’s three hungry polar 
bears, to extending Como’s long-standing animal 
care partnership with the University of Minnesota’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine. 

connecting through animal care 

“Zoos teach visitors to value the natural world by encouraging us to empathize and connect 

with animals on a personal level, and I can’t think of another animal at Como Zoo who did 

that better than Amanda. Few of us will ever get a chance to see an orangutan in the wild, 

but so many Como visitors have come to care deeply about orangutan survival because of 

their connection with Amanda. She will be greatly missed.”

—Jackie Sticha, Como Friends President
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Humans have a habit of overlooking the plant life 
around them—a phenomenon that scientists some-
times call “plant blindness.” But for visitors to the 
Marjorie McNeely Conservatory’s gorgeous gardens 
and growing collections of orchids, ferns, bonsai 
and bromeliads, that’s never a problem. 

“Plants are the building blocks of life on earth, 
and we’re trying to build awareness of that by 
helping visitors focus on how integral they are 
to our lives,” says Dr. Lisa Philander, the Conservatory’s 
new horticultural curator. “These immersive mo-
ments with tiny plants and towering palm trees 
sort of take you out of your everyday life, and 
help you start noticing how important and how 
healing plants can be .” 

Your support for Como Friends helps to fuel that 
mission by funding five seasonal flower shows in the 
Sunken Garden, Minnesota’s most beautiful room, 
providing meticulous care for the Charlotte Partridge 
Ordway Japanese Garden, and supplying tools and 
training opportunities that allow Como’s talented 
team of horticulturists to grow and maintain some 
of the most beautiful public display gardens in the 
state. Private contributions also helped to provide 
for practical improvements in 2022, from reglazing 
thousands of panes of greenhouse glass in Como’s 
30,000-square-foot growing range, to providing a 
new portable water tank to help keep Como’s exteri-
or gardens looking fresh from spring to fall. 

connecting through plant care   

“The Marjorie McNeely Conservatory is a gardener’s paradise, and your latest flower 

show in the Sunken Garden is truly spectacular. You have outdone yourselves, as usual!”

–Como Park Zoo & Conservatory Visitor

“I can’t wait to see the next flower show. Como’s wonderful designers and crew are  

greatly appreciated and  always do a fabulous job...and this year we need it more than 

ever. You create my happy place!!”

–Como Park Zoo & Conservatory Visitor

"
"
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statements of financial position

As of December 31,  2022 2021

ASSETS
CURRENT  
Cash  $ 1,612,393 $ 3,963,176
Certificates of Deposit Short-term  1,225,295  –
Bequests Receivable   14,000  14,000
Contributions Receivable   27,278  300,400
Inventory  361,610  233,000
Prepaid Expenses and Other  35,239  50,522
 Total Current Assets  3,275,815  4,561,098

OTHER  
Certificates of Deposit Long-term  2,145,162  –
Contributions Receivable, Net of Current Portion  50,565  247,843
Property and Equipment, Net  175,593  101,634
Beneficial Interests in Assets Held by Others  10,200,250  11,020,416
 Total Other Assets  12,571,570  11,369,893 

TOTAL ASSETS $ 15,847,385 $ 15,930,991

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT  
Accounts Payable $ 192,091 $ 190,271
Accrued Expenses and Other Liabilities  88,162  74,021
 Total Current Liabilities  280,253  264,292

NET ASSETS  
Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions 
 Board Designated Reserve and Project Funds  1,864,300  1,631,719
 Board Designated Endowment  142,632  164,382
 Undesignated  3,098,210  1,824,140
Total Net Assets Without Donor Restrictions  5,105,142  3,620,241

Net Assets With Donor Restrictions
   Perpetual in Nature  7,937,160  7,317,780
   Purpose Restrictions  2,050,914  4,061,112
   Time-Restricted for Future Periods  473,916  667,566
Total Net Assets With Donor Restrictions  10,461,990  12,046,458
 Total Net Assets  15,567,132  15,666,699 

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS $ 15,847,385 $ 15,930,991 

statements of activities

Sources of Revenue

Individual Giving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,780,952

Gift Shop Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,533,665 
(less cost of goods sold)

Corporate and Foundation Giving . . . . $567,170 

Events  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $256,690

Investment and Other Income. . . . . $1,569,153 

 

Program and Mission Support

Program Support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,672,950

Mission Support 
Management Expense . . . . . . . . . . . . $805,361

Mission Support 
Fundraising Expense  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $744,418

31%

27%

10%

5%

27%

63%
 

18%

19%
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$200,000 +
Anonymous
Manitou Fund
Estate of Penny Rohleder
Saint Paul & Minnesota     
 Foundation

$100,000 - $199,999
Hubbard Broadcasting, Inc.
Woodland Park Zoological Society  

$50,000 - $99,999
E.M. Pearson Foundation    
 Endowment Fund of Como    
 Friends
Ecolab Foundation
Estate of Elfrieda Hintze
Scrooby Foundation
SPIRE Credit Union
Xcel Energy

$15,000 - $49,999
Anonymous (2)
Ameriprise Financial
Best Buy

Charlotte Partridge Ordway   
 Japanese Garden Endowment  
 Fund of Como Friends
Bill and Diane Ellis
Mary Fowler
Fred C. and Katherine B.   
 Andersen Foundation
Deb and Mike Hogenson
Horton Holding, Inc.
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation
John and Ruth Huss
Kirsten Ingerson and  
 Charles Pinto
McGough Companies
Mitsch Family 
Bill and Anne Parker
Estate of Cindy Pavlowski
Jane Richards
Securian
Travelers Foundation
Zoomedia - Lunchables

$10,000 - $14,999
Anonymous  (3)
John and Susan Bauer
James and Marcia Behm
David and Gretchen Crary
Carol Downie and Gregg Thomas
Leanne Edberg
Hardenbergh Foundation

Boss Foundation
Roger Carlson
Terri Cavanaugh
Cheney Family
Audrey Copeland
CPMI
D’Amico Catering
Bill Dircks, Jr. and Sherie Lukanen
Fleetwood Foundation
Gunderson’s Jewelers
Helen and Ruth Peterson Fund of   
 Como Friends
Larry Hink
Shannon and Corey Hoagland
Hubbard Broadcasting     
 Foundation
Nancy and Todd Koch
Margaret A. Lidstad 
Logix, a subsidiary of  
 Berger/Allied
Mardag Foundation
Colleen McGough-Wood and    
 Brad Wood
Nicky and Tim Nagle
Matt and Kelley Nelson
Nancy and Tom Nelson
Osilas Foundation
Susan Petersen
John Scalze
Liz and Ben Smith
Joe Tashjian and Kay Savik
UnitedHealth Group
Caroline Vernon and  
 Bruce Holcomb
Jennifer and Kevin Weist
Sheryl and Mike Zaworski

$2,500 - $4,999
3M Foundation
Sarah Andersen and  
 Christopher Hayner
Berger/Allied
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of    
 Minnesota
Peter K. Brooks Fund
Robert and Janet Calander
Carlson Larson Charitable Fund 
Ivy Celender
City Club Foundation

Bob and Diane Coderre Fund    
 of the Saint Paul & Minnesota   
 Foundation
Dellwood Foundation
Peter and Kate Everett
Litton E.S. Field and Nancy T.    
 Field Foundation of the Saint   
 Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Thomas Frattallone and  
 Sebastian Vannavong
Jane and Richard Gerber
Robert Harms
Kathy and William Haug
Head Family Foundation
Stan and Karen Hubbard
Isora Foundation
Sandy Jacobsen and  
 Dean Hedstrom
Johnson Controls Foundation
James Johnson and Lucy Jones
Gail M. Jones Fund of the    
 Minneapolis Foundation
Chris and Karin Kane
Chris Kraft and Nelson Capes
Katherine and Charlie Lawler
Renee Lee
Lidstad Family Fund 
Lillian Wright & C. Emil Berglund   
 Foundation
Shawn and Tina Locke
Juanita and Richard Luis
The Lumabel Charitable Fund
Margaret Rivers Fund
McNallan Technology Solutions
Medtronic Foundation
Michael Stedman Foundation
Scott Milburn
Shirley Miles   
Dennis and Corrine Mitsch
Larry Moody
Russell and Nancy Nelson    
 Family Fund of the Minneapolis   
 Foundation
Martha and Brock Nelson
Lynette and Bob Palmgren
George S. Parker II Fund
Joanne and Jonathan Rogoff
Jacalyn Schuetzle  

thank you 2022 donors!
Como Friends’ mission is to inspire community generosity  
in support of Como Park Zoo & Conservatory so it  
thrives for generations to come.

Beloved Daisy | November 13, 1999 – March 9, 2023 

KSTP-5 Eyewitness News
Tim and Shannon Kuhnmuench
Shannon Magleby Fund of the   
 Community Foundation   
 of Utah
McIntyre Family Foundation
Nicholson Family Foundation
Ford and Catherine Nicholson
Steve and Barbara Proeschel
Kari and Dan Rominski
Synchrony Foundation
U.S. Bank Foundation
Weck Family Donor Advised   
 Fund
Xcel Energy Foundation

$5,000 - $9,999 
Arlene Alm
Bame Foundation
Grover Bellile
Jan Bobrowske
Patrick and Colleen Bollom   
 Family Fund of the Saint Paul  
 & Minnesota Foundation
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Michelle Smeby
Ken Stange
Rupert Strobel
Sylvia Annelise Art
Paul and Janet Tolzmann
U.S. Bank
Erin and Matt Wach
Sharon West
Keith and Colleen Wietecki

$1,000 - $2,499
3M Company
Robin Adkins
The Allegro Fund of the  
 Saint Paul & Minnesota    
 Foundation
Sarah and Gary Amendola
Ameriprise Financial Employee    
 Matching Gift Program
Mary Anne K. Anderson
Barbara Bachman
Jo & Gordon Bailey Family Fund   
 of the Catholic Community    
 Foundation
Bernard and Phyllis Baltes
John and DeAnne Bennett
Susan Bergen
Jolene and Theodore Billy
Jancyn and Javon Bindman
Barbara Bobrowitz
BrightWines
Judith M. Brinkman
Louise Bruce
Margaret A. Cargill Foundation    
 Employee Matching Fund    
 of the Saint Paul & Minnesota   
 Foundation
Commonwealth Properties
Sara and Ryan Cox
Robert and Sherry Cyza
Stephen Daas and Peggy Sauer
Kathleen Dahl
Steven and Janelle Dahl
Vicky Danielson
Andrew Davis and Lauren Dee
Dell YourCause, LLC
Frank and Sharon Dolejsi
Scott and Lisa Dongoske
Arthur and Carol Doten

Emily Douglass
James Driscoll
Joan R. Duddingston 
Cheryl Duff
Chantal and John Eckhardt
Lollie and Alan Eidsness
Todd and Heather Ellis
Georgiann and Joseph Errigo
Mary Ann Evander
Ann Fallon
Jon and Elyse Farnsworth
Jay and Sandy Fetyko
Litton Field, Jr. and Anne Field

Lambers Fisher
Cynthia Foster
FPI Paving Contractors, Inc.
Frattallone’s Ace Hardware
Dennis and Barbara Ann Frederick
Patricia R. Freeburg
Karen Frey and Sara Frey
Michelle Furrer and  
 Kristopher Foland
Carmen Gartner
Tony Gillen
Jewelie Grape

Greystone Foundation
John Grinager and  
 Nancy Jo Shaw
Diana Gulden and Jose Peris
Thomas Haley
Bonnie Hanson
John W. Harris
Karen Hawkinson
Sharon and David Heitzman
Herbie’s on the Park
Tom and Nancy Hodnefield
David Hols
Lynne K. Holt
Stan and Jane Hooper
Tina Hoye
Amy L. Hubbard and Geoffrey J.   
 Kehoe Fund of the Saint Paul &   
 Minnesota Foundation
Mark Huberty and Fernanda    
 Monteiro Huberty

Ann R. Huidekoper and  
 Joanne Swanson
Integrated Equity Management
Judith C. Johnson
Rocky and Kim Johnson
Dawna Jones
Jungmann Family 
Tamara and Kevin Kampfe
KathrynArtWorks Fund of    
 the Saint Paul & Minnesota    
 Foundation
Michael Kearn
Steven and Lolita Keck
James and Barb Kelzenberg
Sue Kratsch
Pamela Krause and Allen Tuff
Trell Kulju and Victoria Heckman
Anne Langford and  
 William P. Langford
Karin Larsen
Carole Larson
Peter and Cynthia Lee
Sara and Evan Loenser
Doris Loes
Laurel Lundberg
Thomas and Kathleen Martin
Brandon and Casey Mason
Edwin and Susan McCarthy
Patrick and Angie McIntyre
David McKinney
Jacob Medford and  
 Nicole Schroeder
Caroline and Scott Mehlhop
Merrick Family Fund of the Saint   
 Paul & Minnesota Foundation
Michael Merrick
Anna and William Morrison
Patrick and Carol Morrissey
James and Melissa Murphy
Peter and Elizabeth Myers
Michael and Kristina Nagle
The Naughty Greek
Brent and Beth Nelson
Jeffrey and Lynda Nelson
Marin Nelson
Nemer Fieger & Associates, Inc.
Richard and Joan Newmark
Glenn Nickele
Mildred Noreen

David and Billie Novy
Debora Nugent and  
 Barbara Shumsker
Cheri and Edward O’Brien
Sherry Oleson
Wallace B. Olson and Nancy S.    
 Olson Family Foundation
Erik Ordway
John and Marla Ordway 
Jay and Sharon Overbaugh
Roger Palmquist
Jean and Peter Parilla
Dan and Vanessa Parker
Rick and Diane Peck
Kris Pendergast
John Pendray
John and Debra Peterson
Michael and Claire Pfoser
Pool and Yacht Club, Inc.
Judith Quinn
Amy Radermacher and David Ratz
Jane and Tony Ramunno
Jennifer Rankin and Lauren Gaeta
Angela and John Rathbun
Margaret Rein
Thomas and Alice Ressler
Riesterer Family Charitable Fund
Todd and Anne Ringgenberg
David Roeker
Edgar and Julie Rohde
Bryan and Diane Ross
Galon Runeberg
Jackie and Steve Ruprecht
Ryan Family Donor Advised Fund 
Jill Sadler
Saint Paul Garden Club, Inc.
Jack and Mary Jean Sargent
Beth and Robert Schafer
Marlin Schenck
Kent and Shaneen Schmidt
Kayle Schroeder
Kathleen Schubert
Anthony and Nancy Schuster
James Sharer
Arvind Sharma and  
 Stephanie Radtke
Michael and Tara Sime
Irena and Preston Simons
Morgan Sleeper
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Doug Smith and  
 Beatrice Schneider
Kay Smith 
Paul Sperling
Mark Spickelmier and  
 Jessica Madole
Erik and Pam Stegman
Steve Sterner
Jackie Sticha and Chris Hautman
Stinson LLP
William and Elizabeth Storm
Sheryl Sukolsky
Karen and Les Suzukamo 
Nancy Sweet
Talcott Resolution
Lisa Tienter
Margaret Tyler
U.S. Bank Altitude Points
Rachel Uppgaard and  
 Brandon Penaz
Bonnie J. Wakefield
David and Ann Wasson
Kathryn Weese and Helen Bond
Dr. Deborah L. Wexler and  
 Mr. Michael L. Mann
White Bear Lake Endodontics
Windibrow Foundation
LeDonna Wistrcill
Burton and Patricia Witthuhn
Donna Wong and Nick Torman
Wood Family 
Cora Wortman
Michele Yanko
John Zakelj

$500 - $999
Anonymous  (2)
Kate Aksadi
Susan Albrecht
AmazonSmile Foundation
Paul and Patricia Amidon
Shirley Amland
Sharon Anderson Earl
Anonymous Fund of the    
 Minneapolis Foundation
Mary Jo Arhart
Jerry L. Artz
Sharon Autio

James R. Azarski and  
 Nancy Werner-Azarski
John and Mary Bachhuber 
Matthew Bailey and  
 Kristin Gendron
Georgene Baker
Margaret and Mark Bakko
Susannah Baudhuin
Connie Beall
Thomas and Mary Beaumont
Patricia Beckers
Tony and Tabitha Benton
Best Buy Employee Giving
Carol Bierbrauer
Bob and Joan Bierscheid
Lisa and Michael Bjorkman
Bluefin Bay on Lake Superior
The Archer Bondarenko    
 Munificence Fund 
Donna Boreen
Linda J. Borgestad
Boston Scientific Corporation
Roger and Diane Brack
Kathleen A. Briggs
Chuck and Emily Brody
William J. Brody and  
 Bronwen L. Cound 
Walter and Sarah Broughton
Mark and Lydia Brown 
Samantha Brown and Josh Bodie
The Vanessa Brown-McGuire    
 Charitable Fund 
Jane Brumbaugh
Brian Buhl
Ted Bunning
Thomas and Cherie Burke
Bridgette Burkholder
Charles and Elizabeth Bye
Kaye Campbell and Phil Hinson
The Paul and Ann Capeder  
 Family Fund 
Carina Photographics
John and Mary Jo Carlson 
Will Carson
Paul Cassidy and  
 Sarah Youngerman
Gene and Kay Christenson Fund 
Irene Cline
Karen Cohen
Zachary Crain

Donna Cramer
Maureen Curran
Kisha Delain and  
 Charles M. Schmidt III
Jacqueline and Charles Dietz
Sandra Doberstein
Constance Dufresne
Lindsay and Tony Edwards
Helga Emrich
Norman and Andrea Engel
Dan and Lynn Erickson
Kay E. Erickson and  
 Mike Madigan
Ruth Erkkila
Kory and Randy Eylmann
Marguerite Farness
Ralph and Susan Farnsworth
Michael and Carol Fix Fund 
Erin Flathmann
Ryan Folz
Keff Fonseth
Silas and Vicki Ford
David Forsberg
Stephen and Liz Foss
Jenneane Francis
Amy Frandson
Carolyn and Bill Fredell
Sarah Freske
Emily Friedrichsen
Dwight and Elizabeth Friesen
Fritcher Charitable Giving Fund
Front Avenue Pottery and Tile Co.
Rich and Barb Gabriel
Sarah GaleWyrick
Beverly Galles
Vicki and Peter Gallus
Victor and Jeannette Gede
Jeanne Gehrman
Geoff Michael Group, Inc.
Michael and Sarah Giga
Florence Gleason
Linda and Joseph Gmitter
Jan Godeke
Duane Gorder
Twila and Donald Greenheck
Lloyd W. Grooms, Jr. and  
 Lisa Frenette
Kris Habben
Michael Hallberg
Bruce Hallingstad
Mark and Vicky Halvorsen

Marie E. Hammer
Marion Handt
Wendy Harden
Pegi and Tom Harkness
Chris Harrington
Laura Harrington
Merrie Harrison
Matt Haugen
Hawkins Family Foundation
Catherine J. Healy
John Hedenstrom
Shari Heinel
Helen Bond Watercolors
Heather and Jeff Hermes
Hieb Family Fund
Diana Hill
Beverly Hlavac
William and Linda Holley
Diana Horrigan
Heather Houston
Mari Sue Howes
Jolene Hunter
Monica Ingram
Nora Ivory
Barbara Izdepski
Mary Jensen and Jeff Sell
Meaghan Johansen
Johniver Family Charitable Fund 
Andrea Johnson
Deb Johnson
Fredrik and Sharon Johnson
Lola and Vince Johnson
Pete Johnson
Alan Johnston
Marvin and Paulette Jones
Arthur Kaemmer
Nicolette Kallman
Kristi Kampmeyer
KathrynArtWorks
Adele Kaufman
James Kaufman
Jill Kielblock
Tom and Anna Kieselbach 
Kaitlyn Huntington Kiesow
Stephan Kistler and  
 Karen Cooley-Kistler
Wendy Kitzmann
Sharon Kjellberg
Janice and Lester Klos
Elizabeth and Ole Knudson
Matt Kramer and Mary Rowles

Robert Kriel and Linda Krach
Carol Kujawa
David Kujawa
Jonathon Lacher
Michael and Lindsey LaCoste
Chiho and Tony Lau
Paul Lebuhn
Ernest and Sarah Lehmann    
 Family Fund of the Saint Paul &   
 Minnesota Foundation
Carol Lentsch
Rob and Ilene Leonard
William Leonard
Kathleen Libra
Patricia and William Litchy
William Lohman and Ann Dillon
Dale and Linda Lutz
Chris Maier
Jeff and Cindy Mains Fund 
Edward Maranda
Gayle Marko
Carol Marston-Stanley
Tom McGough, Jr. and 
 Megan McGough
The McKnight Foundation
Dave and Laura McLean
Greg McNeely 
Barbara Meier and  
 Peter McSwiggen
Cait Meree
RaeAnn Meyer
Carl Michaud and Linda Ehlers
Jay Miller and Cheryl Fox
Doug and Amy Moechnig
Ned and Mary Mohan Fund 
Kathleen Montague
Lois and Kent Mortensen
Jeffrey Mundinger
Peter and Michelle Nagel
Katie and Adam Nave
Theresa Neal
Lawrence Nelsen
Chuck Nelson
Russell Nelson
Stuart and Ann Nelson
Mary Nesset
Patricia Nicholas
Marisa and Robby Nicholson
Virginia Nicklawske Kluwin Fund 
Diane Nixa and Kurt Hochfeld



Como Friends Board of Directors

John Bauer | Retired SVP, Target
Kelly Bloch | Area VP Distribution System Planning,  
 Grid Modernization & Delivery, Xcel Energy 
Sheila Brown | VP, Enterprise Risk Management, Travelers
Andy Davis (Vice Chair) | Partner, Stinson LLP
Peter Everett | VP Marketing for Europe, Australia, Asia &  
 Latin America, General Mills
Stephen Foss | Regional VP, Xcel Energy
Jane Gerber | Community Volunteer
Karl Halling | Treasurer, Andersen Windows Corporation
Wendy Harden (Treasurer)  | Shareholder, Schechter Dokken Kanter
Patrick Harris | VP, Customer Solutions, PMA Financial Network
Annie Huidekoper | Community Volunteer
Renee Lee | Director of Quality Assurance, Securian
Patrick McIntyre | SVP, Enterprise Strategy & Business  
 Development, Best Buy
David McKinney | Attorney, Minnesota Civil Liberties Union
Theresa Neal | Retired High School Principal
Martha Nelson | Community Volunteer
Matt Nelson | VP Americas Sales, Forter
Ford Nicholson | President, Draft Co.
Erik Ordway | Vice President, PrattOrdway Properties
Greg Peelman | VP Operations, North America – Pest Elimination, Ecolab
Steve Proeschel (Chair) | Retired, Piper Jaffray
Kelly Sam | VP Marketing, Grand Casino Mille Lacs & Hinckley
Arvind Sharma | Director, Strategic Sourcing & Enterprise Procurement,   
 Ameriprise Financial
Barb Shumsker | Community Volunteer
Liz Smith | Community Volunteer
Sheryl Zaworski | SVP, Director, Global Ethics Office, U.S. Bancorp

Ex Officio
Michelle Furrer | Como Director/Campus Manager 
Andy Rodriguez | Director of Parks and Recreation
Jackie Sticha (Secretary) | President, Como Friends

Como Friends Staff

Kate Aksadi | Individual Giving Manager
Susannah Baudhuin | Creative Director
Kim Dean | Development and  
 Communications Associate
Laurel Lundberg | Director of Individual Giving
Caroline Mehlhop | Director of Institutional  

 Partnerships and Events 
Jeff Mundinger | Director of Finance
Bethany Paul | Events Manager
Jeni Rutherford | Executive Assistant
Terri Scheunemann | Director of Retail  

 Operations, Garden Safari Gifts
Megan Shackle | Database Manager
Jackie Sticha | President
Sheila Wewers | Associate Director of Retail  
 Operations, Garden Safari Gifts

Garden Safari Gifts Staff

Jenny Anderson
Katie Baisch
Adam Belden
Henry Norton Bower
Isabel Brown
Simon Dennehy
Lisa Dean
Paul Downs
Jana Erickson
Al Gakin
Hector Garcia-Davila
Ruth Guide
Mae Hamilton
Lee Herum
Andreas Hoke
Kathryn Kieser
Amelie Koven
Katie Kuchar
Ianthe Lowe
Clara Martin

Elizabeth Noel
North Oaks Garden Club
Eric Nygren
Oak Ridge Country Club
Paul Oberhaus and  
 Diana Adamson
Jacqueline O’Connell and  
 Patrick O’Connell
Robert A. Ohlsen
Raline Paper
Park Tavern
David & Mary Parker Family Trust
Sally and Tom Patterson
Lisa Paulson
Mary and Dave Peloquin
Matthew Perry
Natalie and Ron Peterson
Jane and Ron Petrich
Patricia Phibbs
John and Michele Potts
Siegfried Rabie
James Radtke and Susan Kressin
Archana Ramaswamy
Red Cow
Bonnie Reiland
John Reinartz
John and Jamie Lyn Reinschmidt
Richard and Elisabeth Revoir
Katie Rheault
William Richardson
Alexandria and Matthew Rick
Valerie J. Rivers and Alan T. Rivers
Martin and Laura Roller
David Roth
Taylor Rowekamp
Sarah and Mitchell Rubinstein
Shirley Sailors
Saint Paul Conservatory of Music
Katherine Salverda
Courtney Salvey
Linda and Donald Sandberg
Kelsey Santangelo and Matt Krueger
Joanne Schentzel
Lucy Schmitz

Doris Schoener
Daniel Scholl
Scholz Fund 
Penelope Scialla
Daniel and Donna Scott
Steven and Michelle Shaller
Amanda Sharaf
Sheets Family Giving Account
Virginia and Harold Sheff
Rebecca and John Shockley
Bill Siegel and Kylie Nicholas
Steven and Louise Sjogren  
 Family Foundation
Cheryl and Timothy Skildum
Maraline Slovut
Deedee and Jesse Smith
Clifford C. & Virginia G. Sorensen   
 Charitable Trust of the Saint Paul &   
 Minnesota Foundation
George and Sally Sotos
Catherine Spencer
Erica Stein
Greg and Gayle Steiner
Patricia Stewart
Warren Stortroen
Gayle Stout
Monika Strom and Brien Slawik
Sandra Sutter
Danielle Swanson

Kristen and William Swanson
Sara Taffee
Elizabeth Tarnowski
Robert and Kathy Tautges
Saul Taylor
Anita Terry and Kevin Harding
Marilyn Thomas
Thomson Reuters
Thrivent Charitable Impact & Investing
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Margaret Todd
Deborah Tomczyk
Edwin van der Hoek and  
 Jennifer Debrow
Van Schyndel Family 
Carroll and Michele Vance
Don Vasatka
Amy Walstrom
Nancy Ward
Laurie Waterman
Wells Fargo Community Support   
 Campaign
Dan and Nancy White
David and Sarah Wietecki
Janet and Jeremy Wight
Carolyn Wilberg
Dr. Charles R. Willcox and  
 Ms. Vicky R. Willcox
Mary Williams
Carole Wilson
Brad Wohlwend
Lauri and Steve Woolstencroft
Mara and Tyler Wurm
James Zangl
Robert and Monica Zarembski
Emily Zempel
Bernie and Evie Zeruhn

Eva Metzler
Ben Milne
Leo Milne
Gedeon Musabyimana
Dawn Narducci
Juliana Olave
Caroline Pedersen
Freyja Schachtner
Bella Schmitt
Eleanor Show
Lydia Simon
Alexis Spiegelberg
Teresa Stahl
Chloe Sterk
Zee Tilsen
Maddie Vang
Tyler Vogel
Eve Wasylik
Rye Wasylik
Anna Weins
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We envision a future where Como Friends ensures Como Park Zoo &  

Conservatory is a global leader in conservation, animal care and  

horticulture with barrier-free access for all. 

1225 Estabrook Drive  |  Saint Paul, MN 55103  |  651.487.8229  |  comofriends.org

como friends


